Thursday 24th September 2020

Note that all events are subject to change due to Alert Levels

Dear Parents and Whānau,
At the end of another interrupted term, I want
to acknowledge the extra effort that everyone
has made to help the children through this
challenging time. We are lucky to live in a
community that supports each other so well and
there certainly has not been a better time for
us adults to model calmness, understanding and
kindness to others. Displaying these attributes
helps the children to feel safe in their world,
promoting learning, resilience and well-being.
We are not at the end of this of course and there
will be an on-going need for us all to continue
to support each other and the children in these
ways.

TERM FOUR CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2020
Term Four
Mon 12th Oct

Tues 13th Oct
Thurs 15th Oct
15th & 16th Oct
Fri 16th Oct
Mon 19th Oct
Thurs 22nd Oct
Fri 23rd Oct
Mon 26th Oct
Wed 4th Nov
Friday 20th Nov
Sat 28th Nov
Thurs 10th Dec
Tues 15th Dec

Monday 12th October – Tuesday 15th December
8.50am Term Four Commences
6.30pm -Y5 Positive Puberty Whanāu
optional Meeting in Te-Manawa for parents.
Y5 Positive Puberty Programme
ICAS English for selected students
Photolife Class and Individual
Pink Shirt Day
ICAS Maths for selected students
Year 3-6 Athletics Day
Teacher Only Day (school closed)
Labour Weekend Monday (school closed)
Interschool Athletics for selected students
Teacher Only Day (school closed)
School Carnival
Graduation Assembly for Year 6 children
Last day of school year

Thank you to everyone who has contributed
time, effort and money to this year’s Knowledgathon. The children I have spoken to have enjoyed learning
these facts although some still need to grasp the fact that I am neither the Mayor or the Prime Minister!
We are currently meeting with contractors to plan out the development in front of rooms 4-9 and the
money collected will contribute to this project which we hope to have completed before the children
arrive back at school next year. Please return all sponsorship money to the school as soon as possible so
that we can finalise how much we have collected.
Have a great holiday break everyone and keep safe.
Neil Robinson
Principal

Hero Parent/Whānau Information Meetings
The Hero app will be the way we share newsletters and communicate with parents and whanau. It will also
replace our paper reports. This will replace the end of year report in Term 4. The app will be available from
Term 4 Week 1.
We will also have some parent/whanau meetings to provide information about Hero and how it works
Hero Information Meeting Times: (All meetings are held in Te Manawa- Library and Makerspace)
• Tuesday 20th October: 9-10am (Pre- schoolers welcome)
• Tuesday 20th October: 6-7pm
• Tuesday 20th October: 7.30- 8.30 (Mandarin translation available)
• Wednesday 21st October: 2-3pm (Pre- schoolers welcome)
• Wednesday 21st October: 3.10 - 4.10pm (Children welcome)

STAFFING UPDATE
We were hoping to welcome back Pōhutukawa teacher Stacy McIvor at the beginning of next term, but
unfortunately there have been some complications with her treatment and her return will have to be
delayed. Thank you to Sonal Singh who will continue to teach with Nicola Hews in Rooms 24/25.
At the beginning of next term, we welcome two trainee teachers who will be working at the school for 4
weeks. Tanya Perumal and Lily Pearce will be placed in Room 6. Welcome to you both.
FAB NEWS:

SAUSAGE SIZZLE & MUFTI DAY - tomorrow
We will be running our regular end of term Sausage Sizzle and Mufti day fundraiser tomorrow.
$2 for a sausage (Hellers, Halal and Vegetarian available) and a gold coin donation for Mufti. All
mufti donations collected tomorrow will go towards Starship Childrens Hospital.
We are still looking for extra helpers for our Sausage Sizzle tomorrow so if you are able to help,
please email fab@blockhousebay.school.nz or just meet us at the Te Whau tomorrow after the
school bell.
HATS – TERM FOUR
A reminder to all parents that the children must have their school summer hat at school every day in
Terms One and Four. If you need a hat for your child, please go on-line and order one in the usual way
from www.argyleonline.co.nz.

PUBERTY TALKS TO YEAR 5 (and some year 6) STUDENTS
As part of the New Zealand Health and Physical Education Curriculum we have engaged Nest Consulting
to provide their ‘Positive Puberty Plus’ Programme for our Year 5 Students. We can also include any Year
6 students who have not taken part in the programme previously either here or at other schools.
All topics will be covered age appropriately and in a way that relates to male and female puberty, the
changing body, sense of self, decision making, media influences, celebrating diversity and body
confidence.
An information evening run by Nest Consulting will be held for parents and caregivers on Monday 12th
October 2020 (First day of Term 4) in the school staffroom (if Alert Levels allow) at 6.30pm. This will
give you information about the student programme and up to date information regarding puberty and
pre-adolescence as well as how to support your child through this time of change. Further information
can also be found on their website www.nestconsulting.nz
If you have any concerns about your Year 5 child attending the programme then we encourage you to
attend the Whānau Information Evening for more information before deciding whether to withdraw your
child from the programme. A form has been sent home with your child.
PHOTOLIFE INDIVIDUAL AND CLASS PHOTOS – Thursday 15th October / Friday 16th October (week 1)
Individual and Class photos will be taken on Thursday 15th October. Please ensure your children are in
the correct uniform on this day. Sibling photograph envelopes will be available from the school office on
Monday 12th October.

RIMU AND KAURI ATHLETICS DAY 2020 - Thursday 22nd October
Where:
Mt Smart Stadium, Penrose
Time:
Buses departing School at 9:10am. Events start at around 10am
Parents and whānau are very welcome to come and watch the children take part in this exciting event. Your
child will have brought home a notice today with all of the relevant times and permission details. Please
contact the office if you require another copy. If you are able to assist us with the event, please fill in the
slip at the bottom of the form. There is no cost to anyone for this event.
To make things run smoothly on the day, we would like each Year group will need to wear a coloured TShirt. Ages are taken from the age the children will be on the 1st November.
Blue
7 Year Old Boys and Girls
Green
8 Year Old Boys and Girls
Red
9 Year Old Boys and Girls
White
10 Year Old Boys and Girls
Black
11 Year Old Boys and Girls
Everyone is very welcome to come along and support on the day!

TEACHER ONLY DAYS
As part of their 2019 Collective Agreement negotiations, the government granted additional teacher only
days for staff to gain new skills and reduce workload during the term. In term four this year, the school
has two teacher only days planned, one which was part of this negotiation and one that school will stay
open an additional day for:
Friday 23rd October – This makes a four-day weekend for families. On this day, the staff will be putting
the finishing touches to Hero being available to everyone from the following Tuesday.
Friday 20th November - On a Friday in November each year, we have a teacher only day to help our
preparations for the following year’s teaching and learning. Teachers come back to school in January
anyway, but this helps us to get a head start on these plans. School closes one day later in December to
make up for this day of lost day of learning.
BLOCKHOUSE BAY SCHOOL GRADUATION CEREMONY – Thursday 10th December
This important and popular event is scheduled to take place on the afternoon of Thursday 10th December.
Parents and whānau of year 6 children in particular are asked to make a note of this date. More
information will be sent home regarding tickets closer to the time.

MASK FUNDRAISER FOR STARSHIP CHILDRENS HOSPITAL – By William Mallin
Thank you for helping us fundraise and try to reach our goal of raising $10,000 for the Starship Hospital.
My brother was diagnosed with a rare blood cancer in 2017 when he was a Blockhouse Bay Primary School
Year 4 student. He received a bone marrow transplant and we both missed a lot of school as we stayed
in Starship hospital for many weeks.
The amazing nurses and doctors at Starship helped save my brother's life. To thank them for everything
they have done for us we are fundraising and trying to reach our target of $10,000. To reach our goal we
are selling reusable, washable masks in lots of cool and fun designs.
Please support us by buying a mask for $20.00 – designs are pictured below in the newsletter.
All of the funds from your purchase goes towards our goal.
My mum and grandma have made all the masks.
Please wear Mufti to school and bring a gold coin donation as all proceeds from the Mufti Day are going
towards Starship Hospital also.
A big thank you to the staff and teachers for helping me support my brother's cause.

HOLIDAY SCREEN TIME ADVICE
The school uses a company to help us to filter out unwanted internet material and they also offer advice to
parents about children using screens at home. Feel free to click on the links below if any of this information is
useful to you. Webinar: Managing Screen Time During School Holidays
Share this webinar with your community to make this school holiday period stress free. Click here to register.
*For more upcoming events - Click here
Blog Post: Holiday screen-time survival tips. Most children spend about two
hours of leisure time on devices during the school year, that blows out to a grand
total of eight hours a day during the holidays. Busy mum and Family Zone cyber
expert Dr.Kristy Goodwin gives us her top 10 tips for surviving these holidays. Read
more...
Your school holidays screen-time contract: Cyber Experts all agree, creating a
plan is key! Before the holidays start, set firm rules around what, when, where and
how much screen-time is allowed. Find attached a school holiday screen-time
contract your parents can use to help manage these school holidays.

PINK SHIRT DAY – 16th October
Come to school wearing something pink!
This international event promotes the idea that bullying is
not acceptable and provides a focus for everyone to
reinforce how to act when they witness or experience
bullying taking place.
This fits in very well with our Positive Behaviour
Programme and so the whole school will be celebrating
Pink Shirt Day on Friday 16th October which is at the end
of the first week of Term 4. At our school we are committed
to preventing bullying and strengthening wellbeing through
our Positive Behaviour Programme and so the whole
school will be celebrating Pink Shirt Day on Friday 16th
October which is at the end of the first week of Term 4.
The children will be learning about kindness and inclusion
and can wear something pink or colourful for the day.
If you would like to support the Mental Health Foundation
charity, you can buy an official Pink Shirt Day shirt at a
Cotton On store or online.

MORE INFORMATION REGARDING PROTECTING FAMILIES ONLINE

The Unitec ISACA Student Group are hosting an online event as a part of the ISACA CommunITy
day to raise cyber awareness in our communities. The session is aimed at non-technical people particularly kids, parents and seniors to discuss how to protect themselves online, as there has
been a huge increase in cyber attacks alongside Covid-19. Attackers are using fear and
desperation to try and exploit individual kiwis as well as kiwi businesses with the increase in
people working from home and general internet use. We are having two of our Unitec lecturers as
guest speaker experts at the event as well myself to host and organize it.
The 90 minute event is free and starts at 10.30am on Saturday 3rd October.
Feel free to join the event yourself, round up some willing colleagues, friends and family members
too! You can register for the event through eventbrite here:
https://isaca-community-day-2020.eventbrite.co.nz

Please see styles and sizes below

