Wednesday 24th July 2019
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Welcome back everyone. We hope you had a
great break and are ready for another
enjoyable terms learning.
We are sending this newsletter home one day
early as a reminder about the opening of Te
Manawa and our Makerfair which is happening
tomorrow morning. The ceremony will take
around 40 minutes and will start at 9.10am. All
welcome.
As you can see by our Calendar of Events, this
is a very full and busy term, so please keep an
eye on the newsletter to ensure that your
family is up to date.
Have a great week everyone.
NEIL ROBINSON
PRINCIPAL

Beach Clean Up
Last term 10 students from our school
went down to Blockhouse Bay Beach to
collect as much rubbish as they could
find and put the rubbish in bags. They
did this for less plastic pollution, to help
sea life, help the environment and for
their inquiry: To stop plastic killing sea
life! We collected one big rubbish bag
full (more than 300 pieces of rubbish).
It was mostly glass, cigarette butts and
plastic.
Bhuvi Katakam

CALENDAR OF EVENTS – TERM THREE – 2019
Thurs 25th July
Fri 26th July
Tues 30th July
Fri 2nd Aug
Monday 5th Aug
Mon 5th – 9th Aug
Tues 6th Aug
Tues 6th Aug
Fri 9th Aug
Fri 9th Aug
Fri 9th Aug
Fri 9th Aug
12th – 16th Aug
Tues 13th Aug
Wed 14th Aug
Thurs 15th Aug
Fri 16th Aug
Fri 16th Aug
Tues 20th Aug
Tues 20th Aug
Wed 21st Aug
Wed 21st Aug
Thurs 22nd Aug
Thurs 22nd Aug
Fri 23rd Aug
Fri 23rd Aug
Fri 23rd Aug
Tues 27th Aug
Fri 30th Aug
Fri 30th Aug
Fri 30th Aug
Tues 3rd Sept
Tues 3rd Sept
Tues 3rd Sept
Wed 4th Sept
Thurs 5th Sept
Fri 6th Sept
Fri 6th Sept
Tues 10th Sept
Tues 10th Sept
Tues 10th Sept
Thurs 12th Sept
Thurs 12th Sept
Thurs 12th Sept
Fri 13th Sept
Fri 13th Sept
Tues 17th Sept
Tues 17th Sept
Thurs 19th Sept
Thurs 26th Sept
Fri 27th Sept
Fri 27th Sept

-9.10am-Te Manawa Opening and Makerfair
-Makerfair
-2.30pm -Kōwhai Assembly
-Whole Rimu Team Assembly
-Camp Meeting for parents of Year 5 Children
-Community Information Meetings (More details to come)
-2.30pm Pōhutukawa Assembly
-Y6 Parent Information Evening at BBI
-9.00am Kauri Assembly
-Pink Shirt & Colourful Lunch Day
-Last day for ICAS Entry Forms for Yrs 4, 5 & 6
-2.15pm-Rimu Te Raranga Assembly (rms 9,12,2,3)
-Maths Week
-2.30pm Kōwhai Assembly
-Winter Field Day Yrs 5 & 6
-Central West Gym Competition for selected students
-2.15pm-Rimu Kete Whanau Assembly (rms 13,14,15)
-FAB Movie Night
-2.30pm - Pōhutukawa Assembly
-Arataki Visitor Centre for Rms 2 & 3
-Arataki Visitor Centre for Rms 9 & 12
-Winter Field Day Postponement Day
-Arataki Visitor Centre for Rms 13 & 15
- Y6 Experience Day at BBI
-Arataki Visitor Centre for Rms 14 & 21
-9.00am -Kauri Assembly
-2.15pm-Rimu Te Raranga Assembly
-Arataki Visitor Centre for Rms 19 & 20
-Daffodil Day - Fundraiser Cancer Society
-Arataki Visitor Centre for Rms 22 & 23
-2.15pm Rimu Kete Whanau Assembly
-2.30pm - Pōhutukawa Assembly
-Arataki Visitor Centre for Rms 8 & 10
-ICAS Digital Technologies Exam
-Arataki Visitor Centre for Rms 7 & 11
-ICAS Science Exam
-9am Kauri Assembly
-2.15pm Rimu Te Raranga Assembly
-Arataki Visitor Centre for Rms 5 & 6
-Icas Writing Exam
-Kōwhai assembly
-Champions of Champions Gym Comp for selected students
-Arataki Visitor Centre for Rms 18,24&25
-ICAS Spelling Exam
-Arataki Visitor Centre for Rms 16 & 17
-2.15pm-Rimu Kete Whanau Assembly
-ICAS English Exam
-2.30pm Pōhutukawa Assembly
-ICAS Maths Exam
-2.00pm - Whole School Assembly
-2.00pm - Whole Rimu Syndicate Assembly
-End of Term Three (3.00pm finish)

STAFFING UPDATE – Welcome To:
Maya Beechey who officially begins her role as Room 15
teacher for the remainder of 2019
Wendy Spence who returns to the school for a week or so
as the teacher in Room 12 as Mrs Aherne has hurt her
arm.
Welcome to Miss Ayano Ota who is a teacher trainee from
Japan who will be based in Room 9 for the next month.

40 HOUR FAMINE
Doing the famine was such a worthwhile
experience because I was able to do something
and help those unfortunate villagers in South
Sudan. I would definitely recommend doing the
challenge next year and would do it again myself
because it goes to such a great cause.
So let’s hear those tummies growl!”
Rose Elijas

Principal’s Soapbox
Bullying is a serious issue in schools and more generally within society. I recently read an article that was
talking about the rise in acceptability of bullying behaviours and in NZ, one only needs to look at our political
leaders and also our television shows to see evidence of this. The rise in popularity of reality TV for example
has seen a corresponding rise in the acceptability of bullying behaviours and some people seem to be more
interested in the aggressive displays of the contestants than the focus of what the show is supposed to be
about e.g. renovating houses.
All learners have the right to feel safe, secure, included and welcomed in their school. The harmful effects of
bullying on physical and mental wellbeing are significant and long-lasting. A recent report from the
Education Review Office (ERO) stated that New Zealand has a higher rate of bullying relative to most other
OECD countries. Interestingly, the head of ERO stated that ‘the ultimate solutions to bullying in New
Zealand cannot rely entirely on what is under a school’s direct control. Schools are largely doing the right
things. The problem is a societal one, so our response needs to be too’.
That is no excuse to do nothing of course and it is crucially important schools work towards the vision of a
bullying free environment. ERO recommends school leaders use a range of resources to:
• make sure school staff and community have a shared understanding of what constitutes bullying
behaviour, school policies are up to date, and bullying prevention and response processes are consistently
evident in practice
• strengthen data collection, analysis and evaluation of bullying prevention strategies, including the impact
and effectiveness of any specific programmes implemented
• provide opportunities for students to have input into the development of bullying prevention and response
strategies, and empower student-led initiatives and groups
• involve parents and whānau more proactively in bullying prevention in addition to response.
In the months to come, as part of our health and well-being learning programme, we will be focusing on the
above initiatives. Our goal is of course to encourage children to not involve themselves in bullying
behaviours but at the same time, we will help the children build empathy and resilience, and teach strategies
to deal with bullying, both as a target of the bullying, and as a bystander. Parents and whānau will be given
the opportunity to learn about what we are doing as well, by attending one of our parent information
sessions so watch out for details in this newsletter.
In their ERO report, the reviewers said that ‘what matters most in working towards a bullying-free
environment are the deliberate actions undertaken by trustees, leaders, teachers, and students’. We look
forward to working with you all on these goals in the future.

Neil Robinson
Principal

SUPPORTING WELLBEING PREVENTING BULLYING – PARENT MEETINGS
Parents are invited to come along and find out more about this initiative (explained in the Principals Soapbox) by
attending one of the following information evenings:
Monday 5th August 2.00-3.00pm in the Staffroom
Thursday 8th August 2.00-3.00pm in the Staffroom
th
Wednesday 7 August 9.00-10.00am in the Staffroom
Thursday 8th August 6.30-7.30pm in Te Manawa
Next week, we will send home a separate sheet so that parents can register for these meetings.

Learning @ Blockhouse Bay in Term 3 & 4
We start the term with a celebration of our learning completed in Terms 1 & 2 with our Te Manawa Opening
and our Makerfair. Come and see your children’s creations!
Our Learning Focus for Term Three is based on two main concepts. The first of these is Strengthening
Wellbeing & Preventing Bullying. During the first three weeks of term we will be exploring ways to
strengthen children’s sense of belonging and understanding of kindness, responsibility and community
participation. We will also be teaching the children about how we can all play a part in preventing bullying.
The Curriculum Learning Areas we will focus on are Social Science and Health and Physical Education. We
will continue to revisit ‘Strengthening Wellbeing and Preventing Bullying’ throughout the rest of Term 3 and
Term 4.
To help raise awareness that we all need to help strengthen wellbeing and prevent bullying we will be
holding our very own ‘Pink shirt’ and ‘Colourful Lunch’ Day on Friday 9th August.
We would also like to invite parents and whānau to some ‘Community Information Meetings’ which will
take place during the week of Monday 5th - Friday 9th August. Watch out for information about these next
term
Our second concept is Kaitiakitanga - Community Action. We will explore this through the Inquiry Based
Learning Process. A kaitiaki is a person, group or being that is a guardian and protector of the natural world.
We will be exploring our responsibility as kaitiaki to protect and nurture our natural world for future
generations.The Curriculum Learning Areas that we will focus on will be Science and Digital Technology.
As part of learning about Kaitiakitanga all classes will be visiting the Arataki Visitor Centre in the
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Plant Power and Biodiversity Alert. The cost for this will be $15 per child. We understand for families this is
a significant amount- please email our Associative Principal, Elizabeth Crisp if we can help.
elizabethc@blockhousebay.school.nz
MATH-A-THON 2019
This term all Blockhouse Bay Primary students will be taking part in a Math-a-thon. All the money collected
for this fundraiser goes to the Fundraising @ Blockhouse (FAB) team who will use it to upgrade the area in
what is now the playground in front of Rooms 12-14 (this project will begin later in the year). It is also a
really good way for children to learn maths facts that will help them now and in the future.
Soon, we will be giving the children a list of the facts that they need to learn and we would like these to be
practised at home. We will also be practising them at school. Parents are asked to help the children to
collect sponsors for the number of facts that they get right in the test during week 8 in mid-September.
The question sheets, sponsorship forms and further information will be sent out soon.
PARENTS OF CURRENT YEAR 6 CHILDREN – Blockhouse Bay Intermediate
Parent Information Evening – Tuesday 6th August 6.00-7.30pm
Parents and Caregivers are welcome to attend an Information evening at the school. Information about
the school, how we deliver the curriculum and the opportunities offered and available to students will
be shared. There will also be an opportunity for families to meet and talk with the students and staff
members.
Intermediate Experience Day – Thursday 22nd August 9.20-11.45am
Students and families are invited to spend a morning at the school. This is an opportunity to both see
the whole school in operation and participate in some school experiences. The children will go on the
bus to BBI and there is no charge to parents for this.
If you have a child in Year 6 and you do not want them to go to the Intermediate Experience Day at BBI,
please let us know and we will ensure that they stay here at school. Feel free to contact BBI directly if you
have any questions or require any further information 6266414.
Of course, families may be considering other options, so we advise parents to contact these schools if
they are thinking of sending having their children attend these schools in 2020.
GREEN BAY INTERMEDIATE OPEN DAY
2019 Intermediate Open Day – Tuesday 30th July
At Green Bay Intermediate School
131 Godley Road, Green Bay -Room 15 – 9.00am – 1.00pm

