Thursday 8th November 2018

Fri 9th Nov

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TERM FOUR – 2018

-Diwali dress up day
-Rimu Assembly – 2.00pm – PAC

Mon 12th Nov- STRIKE DAY (school closed)
Tues 13th Nov

-Whole School Assembly -2.00pm-PAC

Tues 20th Nov
Wed 21st Nov

-Kowhai Assembly -2.30pm – PAC
-Interschool Athletics Day for selected
Students (NOTE DATE CHANGE)
- BYOD Evening (NOTE DATE CHANGE)
with Family Zone guest speaker
-School Carnival Family Day
-Kowhai Challenge Day
-Pohutukawa Assembly -2.30pm-PAC
-Pohutukawa and Kowhai Junior Athletics
More details provided next week
-Kauri Assembly -2.00pm
-Kowhai Assembly -2.30pm
-Pohutukawa Camp Day
-Rainbows End Day – Selected Students
-Rimu Assembly -2.00pm
-Pohutukawa Assembly – 2.30pm-PAC
-Year Six Graduation Assembly
-Term Four Ends

Fri 16th Nov -Teacher Only Day

Wed 21st Nov
Sat 24th Nov
Tues 27th Nov
Tues 27th Nov
Thurs 29th Nov

Blockhouse Bay Primary wishes you all a Happy Diwali.
Students are invited to come to school tomorrow
dressed in their Diwali clothes.

Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whānau,
Principal’s Soapbox
New Zealand’s principals and primary teachers have voted
about what to do to get government action on the current
crisis in recruiting and retaining teachers.

Mon 3rd Dec
Tues 4th Dec
Tues 4th Dec
Thurs 6th Dec
Fri 7th Dec
Mon 10th Dec
Tues 11th Dec
Fri 14th Dec

(school closed)

We’re agreed - we can’t in good conscience accept the Government’s latest collective agreement offer because it
does not begin to address the crisis. We have therefore voted for an unprecedented second strike, to be held next
week. There will be nationwide rolling strikes across the week, and we are striking on Monday 12th November.
Our school will be closed on that date. While we regret the inconvenience we know this will cause, we need to
send a clear message to the Government that we are standing strong for our students. Already children’s
education is suffering because of the difficulty in recruiting teachers and relievers, and we must take bold steps to
turn this around. The Government recently announced a $5.5 billion surplus, so there is no reason to make our
children wait while the situation deteriorates further.
Through our union, NZEI Te Riu Roa, we are asking for:
- Smaller classes, so our children can get more one-on-one attention
- More resources and staffing to adequately support children with additional learning needs – this will
benefit all children because teachers will be freed to spend more one-on-one time with every student
- A significant increase in teachers’ salaries so that they are properly valued for their qualifications and
responsibilities, and as a country we can recruit and retain teachers.
We are pleased to hear that schools will receive additional help from specialist teachers of special needs children.
The 600 additional positions (split amongst nearly 3000 schools) have been welcomed by the profession, now what
we need are more teachers to fill these roles as we do not have enough for current demands.
We appreciate your continued support on this important issue. For more information, please go to
http://campaigns.nzei.org.nz/time/ or talk to me personally about this.
Have a great week everyone.
Neil Robinson Principal

SCHOOL CLOSED ON TWO DAYS NEXT WEEK
A reminder that Blockhouse Bay School will be closed on Monday 12th November because of the
teacher strike and Friday 16th November because of the teacher only day. Please ensure that
your children are being looked after on these days.
下个星期学校关闭两天
11 月 12 日（周一）教师罢工日。11 月 16 日（周五）教师会议日，准备下一年的教学计划。因此学
校将在这两天关闭。请家长们提早安排孩子的看护。感谢大家的配合。
CONGRATULATIONS TO… :
We love hearing about the success of our ex-pupils and we are thrilled to congratulate Michael Howell who will be
Lynfield College’s Head Boy for 2019 and Jasmine Ranchhod who will be Head Prefect/Head Girl for 2019 at St
Mary’s College.
LION KING JUNIOR
Just a reminder to any parents who want to revisit this wonderful performance, just email the office and we will
send you the link to see the show and lots of photos that were taken before and during the performance
SWIMMING POOL OPENS SOON!
Hard to believe but we hope to have our swimming pool open for use in a little over two weeks’ time. We do this so
that the children have the opportunity to be in the pool before they go off on their summer break. More details
about when your child will be swimming will come out soon.
Families have the opportunity to purchase a key from the school and then have use of the pool after school, on the
weekends and through the Christmas holidays. We have decided to leave the cost of this the same as it has been for
the last few years, $170 for the season and then parents get $50 back when they bring the key back when the pool
closes on the 29th March 2019. Pool keys go on sale in two weeks’ time and all going well, families will be able to
swim from the 26th November.

For this to happen though, we need to have enough parents available to be on the Pool Committee. This group
of parents take the covers on and off the pool daily, keep the changing rooms clean and tidy, lock the pool
area at night, and overall supervise the pool area. We cannot have the pool open to families unless we have
this group of volunteers. Over the past few years, we were lucky enough to have Vaughan and Renee Perry
leading this team but they are not able to carry out this role this summer. Volunteers who play a lead role on
the Committee get their key for free so we hope that this is fair reimbursement for their commitment. Please
contact the office for more details so that you can consider whether or not you wish to be involved in this
group. Remember, if we do not get enough volunteers, the pool cannot be opened out of school hours.
Diwali, Deepavali or Dipavali is the Hindu festival of lights, which is celebrated every in spring in southern
hemisphere. One of the most popular festivals of Hinduism, Diwali symbolises the spiritual "victory of light over
darkness, good over evil and knowledge over ignorance”.
At Blockhouse Bay School, we celebrate Diwali each year by having the children wear their traditional Indian
clothing to school on a day and this year, this will be tomorrow Friday 9th November.

WALK FOR KIDS – THIS SUNDAY
On Sunday the 11th November there will be a
fundraiser at our school to support the Lions Club
and the Child mobility Foundation to raise awareness
and funds to help child mobility. The goal is to walk
or run 20 laps of the school. Participants can pay $10
for adults - $5 for children under 15 to enter or if you
get sponsored for $20 or more it is free – see bhbllions.org/walk-for-kids to register. What a great way
to get some fun family exercise and teach your
children to appreciate their mobility and to gain
empathy for others!

BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE MEETING – For families of Year 4 children DATE CHANGED TO 21st NOVEMBER
This initiative began at the start of last year and we believe that it has been very beneficial for the children’s
learning. It is quite likely that parents of current Year 4 children will want to know more about this idea so we
are holding an information session on in Room 6 on Wednesday 21st November, from 7.00-8.15pm. Although the
evening is targeted towards parents of Year 4 children, everyone is very welcome to attend.
Please make a note of this date in your diary if you are interested in finding out more about how we use
Chromebooks in our senior rooms. At this meeting, some children will show how they use the devices
to enhance their learning and we will also have some suppliers in the room to answer questions about security
and purchasing of Chromebooks.
We will also be having a quest speaker from ’Family Zone’ who offer a Cyber safety ecosystem for parents to
help keep their children safe online at home. All families interested are welcome.
For more information visit www.familyzone.com/blockhouse-nz.
There will of course be opportunities for parents to ask questions as well.

BLOCKHOUSE BAY SCHOOL GRADUATION CEREMONY – Tuesday 11th December

To celebrate our current Year 6's time at our school, we are having a prize giving and graduation ceremony for
them. Parents of Year 6 students are welcome to attend this event. All children are initially able to have two
family members attend, although there is sometimes the opportunity to obtain extra tickets if they are
available. Please make a note of this date if you have a child who is in Year 6. Doors will open on the day at
12.50pm and we will start around 1.20pm.

FUNDRAISERS AT BLOCKHOUSE BAY NEWS
Thanks to all the parents and staff who came to disco last week. The kids had so much fun and we hope you adults
did too!

School Carnival- 16 days to go!!!
Thank you to all the parents who have offered to help on a
Carnival stall or to help set up before the event. We are very
grateful for your support which allows us to go ahead with such a
fun event. We DO still need some helpers for the end of the day
between 1-3pm. This time is the quietest shift and mostly
involves packing up stalls. If you can help at this time please
email fab@blockhousebay.school.nz as soon as possible.
Confirmation slips will be sent home next week for those who
have offered to help already.
White elephant drop offs- the final chance for you to drop off
unwanted, good condition books, toys, games and homeware (but
no clothes or electrical items) will be before and after school on
Wednesday 21st, Thursday 22nd and Friday 23rd. These items can
be delivered to Room 4 which is next to the senior classrooms
opposite the netball courts.
Cake boxes- these will be sent home next week with the
newsletter. We really appreciate any home baked treats (no shop
bought items please) to sell at our delicious cake stall. Further
details will be attached to the cake boxes.
Gazebos- if anyone has an easy-up gazebo which we could borrow
for the day of Carnival, please
email fab@blockhousebay.school.nz
Like our Facebook page event- Blockhouse Bay Primary School
Carnival for more updates on activities, stalls and prizes up for grabs!!

