SCHOOL CLOSES FOR THE YEAR ON Friday 14th December AT 1.30pm
Please ensure that you have made arrangements
for your children from this time. (no after school care on this day)

今年学校最后一天，十二月十四号周五下午一点半 1:30pm 放学。
请家长及时安排时间，按时接孩子回家，当天下午没有 after school care
Thursday 6th December 2018

Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whānau,
Although the end of the year is fast approaching, we still
have a lot of information to share with parents. Next
Wednesday we will be sending home the last newsletter of
the year and there will be a lot of reading for parents that
day as end of year reports will also be coming home with the
children. We have tried hard to check for errors but if you
do find any, please let us know and we will provide you with
a corrected copy. We will also be telling the Year 0-5
children which class they will be in next year on this day.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Fri 7th Dec
Mon 10th Dec
Mon 10th Dec
Tues 11th Dec
Wed 12th Dec
Wed 12th Dec
Thurs 13th Dec

TERM FOUR – 2018

-Rimu Assembly -2.00pm
-Kōwhai & Pōhutukawa swimming week
-Pōhutukawa Assembly – 2.30pm-PAC
-Year Six Graduation Assembly
-Children visit their 2019 classes
-End of Year Reports sent home along
with the final newsletter of the year
-Treat day – see note in this newsletter

Fri 14th Dec
-Term Four Ends – 1.30pm finish
We have many, many people who help us during the year in
a range of ways and we would like to thank you all for this. I want to particularly thank Bo Singh and Louise
Matson for their contributions to sports coaching throughout the 2018 school year. We would not be able to offer
the range of sporting opportunities without parent assistance and we would like to thank these two and all of our
helpers for their commitment to the children.
A reminder that the Blockhouse Bay Santa Parade takes place on Saturday from 9.30am with the parade itself
starting at 10.45am. Lots of our children are in the parade and we hope you all enjoy the experience.
See you there!
Neil Robinson
Principal

JUNIOR ATHLETICS
Pōhutukawa and Kōwhai children had an enjoyable day during Junior
Athletics last Thursday. It was great to see so many parents,
grandparents and friends coming to watch and join in some of the
events! A special thank you to Room 10 children for creating and
running the fun activities on the day, you did a fantastic job.
Congratulations to these children for placing in the sprint finals.
5 YR OLD GIRLS
1st - Sophie Miratana
2nd- Amelia Davies
3rd- Camelia Chen

6 YR OLD GIRLS
1st-Natayla Leyland
2nd-Saanvi Patel
3rd-Jody Gosling

7 YR OLD GIRLS
1st- Bella Tia Jamieson
2nd- Maanya Reddy
3rd- Ashira Alburo

5 YR OLD BOYS
1st -Jamie Jiang
2nd-Alexander Herbert
3rd-Lai ‘Otutaha

6 YR OLD BOYS
1st-Taylor Reardon
2nd-Ethan Ng
3rd-Niko Chen

7 YR OLD BOYS
1st-Soane Gallaher
2nd-Nate Chisholm-Bishop
3rd-Vilami ‘Otutaha

2019 CAMP FOR CURRENT YEAR 5 CHILDREN – permission forms
A reminder to parents of Year 5 children that we would like all camp permission forms returned to the
school tomorrow. Please contact your child’s teacher if you need another form or if you have any questions
about this exciting experience that is likely to be one of the highlights of their final year at Blockhouse Bay
School.
TREAT DAY – Thursday 13th December (no charge)
On the second to last day of the year, we like to give the children the opportunity to spend time together in a
social situation as a reward for all the hard work they have done. The children can wear mufti (they must still
bring a hat) and at some stage, they will spend time with their classmates watching a movie. Given the amount
of money that parents have given to the school across the year, there is no charge to families.
In breaking news, the FAB have some left over sausages from the Carnival and will be giving these away (no
charge) to the children on the day also at no cost. (see PTA note below)

HIRING OF POOL KEYS
The school pool is open for use and we have the heat pumps working to warm up the water. Kōwhai children will
be swimming next week so parents are asked to send them to school with togs and towel each day.
Hiring a pool key gives families the opportunity to swim in the school pool after school, on the weekends, right
through the summer holidays until the end of March, at no extra cost.
To get a copy of the hireage rules and to pay your money, please contact the school office staff.
Pool keys will be on sale at a cost of $170 each, with $50 being returned when the key comes back to school at
the end of the season.

LOST AND FOUND CLOTHING?

With the recent changing of rooms and this week’s swimming, we have had a number of
uniform items misplaced recently. As the year comes to an end, could you please check any
uniform pieces at home to make sure they are clearly labelled and return any that have been
mistakenly brought home?
Please check the large amount of clothing items that are in the Lost Property room. Lost Property will also be
out for viewing next week.
All items left after the 13th December that are un-named, will be given away as we do not want to be storing
these until next year.

2018 YEARBOOKS FOR SALE
Thank you to everyone who has purchased a Yearbook. We expect the 2018 Yearbook to arrive at school on or
around Monday 10th December and we will send them home with the children as soon as they get here.

SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL HELPERS 2019
Every morning between 8.10am and 8.50am we have a parent help supervise the school crossing. We are now
looking for volunteers to help with this in 2019. If you can spare a morning once a week to come and help
please leave a message at the school office and Helen Addison will contact you about this.

BLOCKHOUSE BAY SCHOOL GRADUATION CEREMONY – Tuesday 11th December

To celebrate our current Year 6's time at our school, we are having a prize giving and graduation ceremony for
them. Parents of Year 6 students are welcome to attend this event. All children are initially able to have
three family members attend, although there is sometimes the opportunity to obtain extra tickets if they are
available. Please make a note of this date if you have a child who is in Year 6. Doors will open on the day at
12.50pm and we will start around 1.20pm.

CLASSES FOR NEXT YEAR
Next Wednesday we will be letting the children know which class they are in for 2019 if they are returning to
Blockhouse Bay Primary School. We do this so that the children are not worried about this during the summer
break.
Deciding which children will go to which class is a very complex organisation and the staff spend a large number
of hours working on this. As part of this process, we look for a balance of gender, ability, ethnicity and needs.
We also take into account other factors such as personalities that we feel will get on with each other and
keeping certain children apart if necessary.
For these reasons, moving children from one class to another after they have been decided is quite problematic
as it can have a domino effect and upset the balance of what we have tried to do. Parents who do wish us to
give consideration for a change will need to contact the office to ask for a form that provides details about why
they feel this is necessary. We will then give consideration to this request, although once again, it is unlikely
that a change will be made unless there are very compelling reasons to do so.

END OF YEAR REPORTS
These will be given to children to bring home on Wednesday. We hope you enjoy getting this feedback on your
child’s effort, progress and achievement. We think that we have done a good job of checking through these, but
if you do find a typo, please contact the school office and we will give you a corrected version.
End of year reports provide information about how your child is doing currently and how they have done across
the year. The teachers use a combination of assessment results, class work and their observations of the
children at work to make their overall teacher judgment of how well each child is doing in each curriculum
area.

ATTENDANCE IN END OF YEAR REPORTS
The average attendance for a child at Blockhouse Bay School is 96% which is excellent. To recognise this, if a child is
absent for 9 days or less this year, we put ‘Excellent’ on their end of year report.
If your child is absent between 9-18 days, we put ‘Not of Concern’.
If a child is away for 18 or more days this year but there was a particular (usually one-off) reason, they also receive a
‘Not of Concern’.
If a child is away for 19 or more days and this is made up of frequent absences that are impacting on their
achievement, progress or social interaction with their friends, we put ‘Of Concern’.
19 Days away amounts to an average of 1 day off every 2 weeks which certainly is significant enough to make a
difference to a child’s education.

FUNDRAISERS AT BLOCKHOUSE BAY NEWS
We are very pleased to tell you that despite the wet weather and increased expenses this year, our school
carnival made just over $8000 towards the next play area redevelopment outside rooms 12-15. Thanks to
everyone involved for all their hard work given and hard cash spent!
Thursday ice blocks- children can bring $1 to the PAC at 11am on Thursday this week and next for a cool mini
ice block treat.
Friday 7th December - TOMORROW
We will be selling ice cream in a cup with sprinkles for $2 outside the PAC between 3-3:30pm.
Thursday 13th December - free sausage sizzle
Children can order in class in the morning but don't need to pay for this one!
Thanks for all of your support with our fundraising events this year. We will be needing a new Chairperson next
year so if you might be interested, look out for our first meeting date in the newsletters next term or
email fab@blockhousebay.school.nz
Like our Facebook page- Blockhouse Bay Primary School FAB

2019 Classroom Teachers
At this stage, there are two new teachers starting at the school, both of whom are parents of children at the school
 Most of you will know or know of Annette Bradley from her work on our FAB team. Annette has 14 years classroom
teaching experience and recently updated her teaching qualification. She will be joining the Kōwhai team
 Hena Farooq is also a local parent who has trained this year to become a teacher after several years in the banking
industry. Hena will be working in Room 16 for term one before starting her own class in Room 17 during term two.
You will notice too that some other staff members are changing levels and this is quite usual for teachers to do this from time
to time.

Team

Kauri

Rimu

Kōwhai

Pōhutukawa

Room

Teacher/s

Known as

Year

5
6

Melissa Murray / Jan Llewell (Wednesday)
Deanne Ellis (Year 6 Team Leader)

Miss Murray / Ms Llewell
Miss Ellis

6

11
7
8
10
2
3
9
12
13
14
15

Saadiyah Musa / Jan Llewell (Friday)
Hayley Davies
Amanda Whittome
Angie Cannon (Year 5 Team Leader)
Tiffany Ponniah
Brenna Innes (Team Leader: R2, 3, 9, 12)
Shelly Brown
Vivienne Aherne
Robyn Joyce / Sally Kilpatrick (Friday)
Atama Cassidy (Team Leader R13, 14, 15)
Wendy Spence

Ms Musa / Ms Llewell
Mrs Davies
Mrs Whittome
Miss Cannon
Miss Ponniah
Miss Innes
Mrs Brown
Mrs Aherne
Mrs Joyce / Mrs Kilpatrick
Mr Cassidy
Whaea Wendy

6

3/4

19

Katy Harris (Team Leader) /Sally Kilpatrick

Mrs Harris / Mrs Kilpatrick

1/2

20

Denise Lawson / Helen Addison (Wednesday)

1/2

21

Melinda Narayan

Mrs Lawson / Mrs Addison
Mrs Narayan

22

Breanne Mackinnon /Helen Addison (Thursday)

Mrs Mackinnon / Mrs Addison

23
16
17

Annette Bradley
Mina Lala / Hena Farooq
Term 2 (Hena Farooq)

Mrs Bradley

1/2

Miss Lala/ Ms Farooq
Ms Farooq

0/1

18

Megan Le Gallais

Miss Le Gallais

0/1

24

Nicola Hew /Bronwyn Woodward (Thursday)

Miss Hew / Mrs Woodward

0/1

25

Stacy McIvor (Team Leader) / Bronwyn Woodward (Friday)

Ms McIvor / Mrs Woodward

0/1

6
5
5
5
3/4
4
3
3/4
3
4

2
2

0/1

The children will find out on Wednesday 12 December, which class and teacher(s) they will have next year and this
information will be included in the end of year report envelope that each child will bring home that day.
th

PARENTS OF YEAR 4 CHILDREN
A reminder to parents of Year 4 children that we would like all of the Year 5 and 6’s to have their own Chromebook
at school next year. Please note that this is a Chromebook not just any Laptop computer.
More information about this will be sent out soon but if you have any questions, please contact the office and we
will organise someone to give you a call.

DEPARTING STAFF MEMBERS
In a school the size of ours, there are always people whose circumstances mean that they need to leave the school.
The following staff members will not be returning in 2019
Richard Bennett started at the school as a Beginning Teacher some 14 years ago and liked the place so much, he
never left! Parents of children who have been in Richard’s classes have appreciated his calm and friendly teaching
style and past students have often returned to the school to chat to him. Mr Bennett has had a major influence on
the school in several ways over the years and his input into the physical education and sport programmes will never
be forgotten. Under his leadership, Blockhouse Bay has become the most successful West Auckland school in chess
and his legacy in this area still lives on. Mr Bennett has also had a major impact on the recognition of Pasifika in the
area leading many initiatives such as Fono, diversity days and performance groups. Mr Bennett who has finished his
Masters this year, leaves us to take up a Deputy Principals position at Rosebank Primary and we are thrilled that he
has been awarded this promotion.
Jasmin Hansen-McKay started at Blockhouse Bay School as a reliever in 2013 and it did not take us long to convince
her to take up a full-time position at the school. Whaea Jas has taught at several levels of the school and her ability
to motivate and guide the children has been appreciated by all. Her work in Tikanga Māori has been outstanding
and the number of students involved in Kapa Haka have never been higher. Jasmin also co-directed this year’s show
‘Lion King Junior’ which will be long-remembered as one of the school’s best ever performances. Whaea Jas also
leaves us for Rosebank Primary where she will be working in the Māori bi-lingual unit which has long been an area
of passion for her. We wish her all the best for this exciting new opportunity.
Serene Hodgman has been teaching at Blockhouse Bay School in the Pōhutukawa Team since the middle of 2017
and with the imminent arrival of her first baby, has decided to take time away to be a mum. Serene has contributed
to the wider school in the area of the Arts and as a member of the Pasifika team and this has been greatly appreciated.
The children have loved being in Serene’s class, enjoying her calm and welcoming manner. We wish her and husband
Alex all the best for the months ahead.

AUCKLAND CITY MISSION CHRISTMAS APPEAL
Christmas can be a difficult time for some families.
Blockhouse Bay Primary would like to help support these
families by asking if parents and caregivers could bring a
can or packet of food to school during the week of 10th-14th
December. (please check the expiry date).
This will then be delivered to the Auckland City Mission to help with
food parcels that are given to families over the Christmas holidaytime.
Please help us to support this worthy cause and drop your item to the
school office. Thank you.

