CALENDAR OF EVENTS -TERM TWO

25th May 2017
PRINCIPAL’S SOAPBOX
Every three years, the Board carries out a community survey with the
school’s parents and caregivers. This gives the Board and staff feedback on
the work that they do and helps both groups to set priorities for future
developments.
This survey will be sent out later in the year and we are interested to hear
from parents regarding any questions they feel could be asked. There are a
number of questions that we have asked before that will be asked again, so
that we can see if people’s perceptions and experiences have changed over
time. However, we are interested in looking at suggestions for new questions
if you have any. If you have any ideas, please email them to our office email
address and these will be passed on to the Board.
Have a great week everyone!
Neil Robinson
Principal

Library News
Book Week 2017 was a huge
success. It was wonderful to see
so many families attend our
“Reading Under the Stars”
evenings. The PAC looked
amazing decorated with so
many lights.
The dress-up parade was a
highlight for many children.
Even the heavy rain could not
dampen their excitement. There
were so many original and
clever costumes.
Finally, a massive thank you to
all the grandparents who gave
their time to come and read to
classes. The students loved this!

Thursday 25th May
Workshop for parents of special needs
children 6.00-8.30pm
Monday 29th May
- Rimu Assembly- 2.00pm
Awarding of cross country certificates
Tuesday 30th May
- ICAS Science
- 2018 Year 6 Camp Meeting
Wednesday 31st May
– Kowhai Assembly 2.30pm
Thursday 1st June – Pohutukawa Assembly
Monday 5th June - Queens Birthday
Weekend. School closed on Monday.
Thursday 8th June
Inter-school tennis for selected students
Monday 12th June – Rimu assembly 2pm
Tuesday 13th June
- ICAS Writing and ICAS Spelling
- Junior School Cross- Country (Years 0-2)
Wednesday 14th June - Inter-school
Swimming for selected students
-Kowhai Assembly 2.30pm
Thursday 15th June - Junior School
Cross-Country postponement day (Yrs 0-2)
Friday 16th June - West Auckland Chess
Championships for selected students
Monday 19thJune – Kauri Assembly 2.15pm
Thursday 22nd June - Year 3/4 Soccer
Tournament for selected students
Friday 23rd June - Science in a Van
visiting Kauri classes
Monday 26th June - Rimu assembly 2pm
Wed 28th June - Matariki Assembly 2pm
Thursday 29th June – Year 3/4 Soccer
postponement day
-Pohutukawa Assembly 2.30pm
Fri 30th June – Mid-year reports sent home
-Auckland Girls Inter-School Chess
Championships for selected students
- PTA Comedy Night
Monday 3rd July – Kauri Assembly 2.15pm
Wednesday 5th & Thursday 6th July
- Parent/Child/Teacher Conferences
(Note school closes at 12.45pm on Wed 5th)
Friday 7th July
– Mufti Day/ Sausage Sizzle
-Last day of Term Two (3.00pm finish)

DON’T MISS OUT
BOOK EARLY FOR PTA
COMEDY NIGHT
WITH
URZILA CARLSON

WHEELS AT SCHOOL
Riding bikes and toys with wheels can be great fun for children and can be great physical exercise. However, we do need
to place some rules around this to ensure that all children and visitors to the school are safe:
 Parents are entirely responsible for children using toys with wheels and we accept no responsibility for their use either
before/after school or at other times e.g. weekends.
 The riding of bicycles to and from school can only be done by Year 6 students and only after they have permission from
the Principal. Bikes need to be placed in the rack at the front of the school and we strongly recommend that they are
locked.
 Scooters and bikes can be used to travel to and from school but cannot be used on the grounds from 8.00am – 3.30pm
 We have nowhere to safely store property such as scooters, so parents leave them at school at their own risk.
 Skates or shoes with wheels cannot be used at school on school days from 8.00am - 3.30pm
 Parents may wish to provide safety padding/helmets etc. and to tell their children to wear them, but this is up to the
parents to enforce.
 Only children who own the toys can use them at school.

STAFFING UPDATE

Things move pretty quickly around here and following on from last week’s staffing update, we now have some
more news.
A number of people will know that Room 2 teacher Laura Hillier loves teaching Science. This week, we have
congratulated Whaea Laura for being appointed to a Science teaching position at Diocesan School for Girls.
Whilst we are very sorry to see her go, we are thrilled for Laura as this is a real area of passion for her.
We are pleased to announce that Hayley Davies will be taking over as the Room 2 teacher for terms three and
four this year. Mrs Davies will continue to be the Room 7 teacher for the remainder of term two after Mrs Hope
leaves. Hayley also has other classroom commitments in the school so we are in the process of finding other
teachers to take on these roles.
Whilst we are always sorry to see great teachers move on, we are fortunate to be able to attract top quality
staff members to fill these positions.

SPEED STACKING ANYONE?
Blockhouse Bay Primary school are hosting its first ever Speed Stacking Club for people aged 7 years old and older and our
first meet up is at the Tech Room on Sunday the 28th of May. The club will run most Sunday’s and will be run by
representatives from Speed Stack NZ. It is $2 for the entry fee and parents or caregivers are welcome to come and
participate. Details of what New Zealand Sports stacking involves can be found on the
website https://www.speedstacks.co.nz/. If you think you are interested come to Room 23 for a permission slip.

CAMP MEETING - YEAR 6 CAMP FOR CHILDREN IN FEBRUARY 2018
Although this might seem like it is a long time away, there are a number of reasons why we begin talking to
parents about this in term two. We would like to meet with all parents of our current year 5 children on
Tuesday 30th May at 7.00pm. The meeting will last for around an hour and will introduce parents to what
happens during these wonderful learning experiences. Parents will be given the opportunity to ask questions
during and after the meeting if they prefer. Please make a note of this date if you have a child in Year 5 this
year.
WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS – next week
Our school is hosting a free parent workshop called ‘Attuning To Your Child’ on Thursday 25th May from 6.008.30pm. The presenters from Dance Therapy NZ will cover the following aspects:
- Practical tools to help relate your child’s ideas
- Activities to develop relationships using art and dance/movement
- Supportive space to share your stories
- Opportunities to ask questions around challenges/issues at home or school
If you have any questions regarding the workshop or to register, please email Elmarie Pentz at
elmariep@blockhousebay.school.nz. Registration closes tomorrow.

OUT OF ZONE ENROLMENTS

Due to families moving out of the district, for the first time in some years the school is accepting a limited
number of out of zone enrolments in years 3-5 in the next ballot. More details are available by contacting the
school office. Applications for this ballot close on Wednesday 31st May.

Netball Results -Interschool Saturday Netball
BHB Diamonds (2) vs. Marina View Steel (3).
BHB Sapphires (1) vs. Glenora (11).

Player of the Day Vajra Patel
Player of the Day Selitema Gallaher

Gymnastics Trials (Year 3 to 6 Students)
These trials are now underway for any students, boys and girls, wanting to represent our school at the Gymnastics Fun
Festival coming up on the 29th June. We are very, very grateful and fortunate to again get the services of and support from
Lou Bryant, Niki Brown and Louise Matson, all parents here at school. Lou Bryant will be in charge and running these trials
and training sessions before school as she has extensive experience with Waitakere Gymnastics. With so many students
turning up more help would be greatly appreciated, if you could help out that would be great! no previous experience is
necessary as all information will be given to you. Students turning up for trials MUST turn up at 8:00am or they may
miss out on a spot in the team.

2017 TERM DATES

We always like to let parents know about these dates well in advance, so that holidays can be booked during
the holiday breaks. Our dates for this year are:
Term Two
Ends T 3.00pm on Friday 7th July
(10 weeks)
th
th
Term Three
Monday 24 July
Friday 29 September
(10 weeks)
Term Four
Monday 16 October
Friday 15th December
(9 weeks)

PTA NEWS

Comedy night: tickets NOW ON SALE at www.urzilabhb.eventbrite.co.nz. Adults only comedy night fundraiser
with the very popular Urzila Carlson on Friday 30th June (see poster image for more details).
Friday lunch order forms: now available to download from the school website under the PTA section, just in
case your child forgets to bring one home.
PARENTING ADVICE – please feel free to ignore or take some of this on board
GETTING KIDS TO SCHOOL ON TIME Missing a few minutes each day may not seem like a big deal but your child
may be missing more than you realise if he or she is continually late.
“Come on John! Get a move on. School starts in ten minutes and you’re not even dressed yet!”
If this scenario sounds familiar then you are not alone. Anecdotal evidence suggests that getting children to school or
Pre-school on time can be one of the most difficult tasks for parents. Missing a few minutes each day may not seem like a
big deal but your child may be missing more than you realise if he or she is continually late.
Current research shows that mornings for most children are the most productive time of the day with 10.00am the peak
period for productivity. When children arrive late and take time to settle as they inevitably do precious minutes are lost. A
child who is fifteen minutes late to school each day misses one week of school every year.
How can you get your dawdling kids out the door without yelling yourself hoarse? Here are a few techniques and ideas for
you to try to get your punctually-challenged children to school on time:
✔ Establish a morning routine.
Make sure your children know what is expected of them in the morning, and also what you will do. Resist nagging but be
willing to take them to school even if they haven’t fully prepared for the day.
✔ Identify and remove distractions such as television.
If the children are regular watchers before school change the routine and keep the TV and devices off. They can then only be
used when children are completely ready for school and this can act as a great incentive.
✔ Teach some of the basics of time management.
The average adult underestimates by about 25 per cent the time it takes to do various jobs. Make sure you have realistic time
estimates and stop packing so much into the time you allocate. Encourage older children to estimate how long it takes to do
activities such as getting ready in the morning. Then they can measure the time taken to do these tasks and compare their
estimates with real time.
✔ Arrive at school ten minutes early.
Plan to arrive at school early rather than be there on time. This idea works well for perpetual latecomers, young or old.
✔ Model a good routine.
It’s pointless expecting children to be organised in the morning if you are in a muddle yourself. Set a good example by being
as methodical as possible and avoid sleeping in unless your children are so organised that they get you breakfast in bed. And
pigs might fly as well!
Published by Michael Grose Presentations. All rights reserved. For more ideas, support and advice for all your parenting challenges visit:
www.parentingideas.com.au

