
 

 

 

 

24th August 2017 

PRINCIPAL’S SOAPBOX 
What a brilliant day we had on Friday, as we recognised and 
celebrated the opening of the new sports turf. We can all 
be very proud of the part we played in raising the money 
for this new facility which will be used by the school and 
community for decades to come. It certainly does make all 
that hard work worth it! Congratulations especially to the 
PTA who have given their all to make this a reality.  
 
The children are now spending more time than usual at 
school preparing for their Math-a-thon maths test which 
takes place in a couple of weeks’ time.  We are hearing 
from the children that they are collecting sponsors for the 
Math-a-thon and we would like to thank parents who are 
helping them to do this. The money collected will be going 
to a fund which will pay for upgrading what is now the 
playground in front of Rooms 12-15 and we are looking 
forward to developing this space. Please contact your 
child’s teacher if you have any questions.  
 
Have a great week everyone! 
Neil Robinson 
Principal  
 
WELL DONE SHAARAV!  
We were very pleased to receive an email that Shaarav Lal came 5th overall in the 
Novice Division the Auckland Regional Sport Stacking (cup stacking) Tournament held at 
Murrays Bay Intermediate School. All that practice is really paying off Shaarav, well 
done. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
TERM THREE 

Due to the Rimu Production please note the change of some 
assembly times.  
 

Fri 25th August  – Daffodil Day 
Fri 25th August  – Rimu Assembly – 2pm 
Mon 28th August  – Kauri Assembly – 2.15pm 
Fri 1st September – Pohutukawa Assembly – 2.30pm 
Fri 1st September – PTA Disco evening 
      Year 0-2  5.00 -6.00pm,    Year 3-6  6.30-8.00pm 
Tues 5th September – Kowhai Assembly – 2.30pm   
Mon 11th Sept  – Kauri Assembly – 2.15pm 
Fri 15th Sept  – Pohutukawa Assembly - 2.30pm 
Fri 15th Sept      – Gymnastics Champion of Champions  
Tues 19th Sept   –Rimu Production Matinee 11.30am                
Wed 20th Sept -Rimu Production Evening Show 7.00pm 
Thurs 21st Sept- Rimu Production Show – 7.00pm 
Mon 25th & Tuesday 26th Sept – School Photos 
Tues 26th Sept  – Kowhai Assembly – 2.30pm 
Thurs 28th Sept  – Pohutukawa Assembly - 2.30pm 
Fri 29th Sept  – Mufti Day / Sausage Sizzle 
Last day of Term 3 – 3.00pm finish 
 
 
 
 

 



DAFFODIL DAY – TOMORROW 
Every year at Blockhouse Bay Primary we support the Cancer Society Daffodil Day by selling 
Daffodils at the school office.  Children can bring a gold coin donation on this day and receive a 
daffodil and sticker.  This year we have 50 windmills available at $2.00 each.  
These will be sold to the first 50 students with their $2.00 at the school office on the day. 

 
TURF UPDATE 
Over time, we plan to have soccer and netball goals, brushes for cleaning mud off footwear and signage giving 
advice about what people can and can’t do on the facility. We recently sent the following guidelines out to the 
groups who are using the turf and thought that we would publish them here so that everyone gets this 
information: 

 No food, drink or wheeled vehicles are to be taken onto the turf 
 

 Coaches and parents are asked to ensure that the area is being used correctly. Please do not allow anyone 
to do anything that might adversely affect the area including: 
- Collecting of the rubber that is in the turf, into mounds 
- Continuous skidding in one particular area 
- Misuse of fences or goals 
 

 Mud, stones or wood chips will adversely affect the surface. If people go onto the field (e.g. to retrieve a 
ball) please ensure that their footwear is cleaned before returning to the turf 
 

 Footwear - the only thing that is not allowed are full 'winter' sprigged footwear (long sprigs). Moulded boots 
or cleats are fine, as are running shoes, turf shoes or bare feet.  
 

 Whilst use of the turf is encouraged, people who contact the school to book it, have preference over those 
who do not.  
 

MATH-A-THON 2017 
Students have been tested by their class teacher to set basic fact challenges 
appropriate for your child.  The children are given practice sheets to learn as 
well as a sponsor sheet to start collecting sponsors and money.  Math tests will 
take place during the week of September 4th.  There will be spot prizes, class 
prizes and prizes for children who collect the most money.  All sponsorship forms 
must be returned by Friday 22nd September to be eligible for prizes.   
Thank you for supporting this fundraiser.  Funds will be used to upgrade the 
playground area in front of Rooms 12-15 into a new play and learning area. 
 
CONTACT DETAILS - have you made a change? 
When your child is ill or has had an accident at school we may need to contact you throughout the day. 
Recently a number of phone numbers that we hold appear to be inactive. 
If you have changed any of your details please check at the school office that we have your updated 
information. 

 
PTA NEWS 
Friday lunches are back to sushi and pizza as usual. Order forms can be collected from class or the office but 
MUST be returned BEFORE 9am Thursdays. Please write name and room number on forms. 
 
Friday Milo and cookies are still available every Friday this term. $1 for both items from the PAC kitchen AFTER 
the second lunch bell.  
 

DISCO NEXT WEEK!!!! Friday 1st September in the PAC. $5 entry.  
"Step back in time" theme. Dress up as anyone or anything from history - princess, knights, pirate, caveman, 
dinosaur, 60s flower power, 80s glitter, steampunk or anything you like!  

 Years 0-2 from 5-6pm     

 Years 3-6 from 6:30-8pm 
Treats, drinks, ice blocks and glow items for sale.  
Parents - if you can stay and help during your child's disco please emailpta@blockhousebay.school.nz to be 
added to the list of helpers. You can also help by dropping off a plate of baking to sell at the disco. Thanks. 
 
Next PTA meeting on Monday 28th August at 7:30pm in the staffroom. Become a Friend of the PTA by 
emailing pta@blockhousebay.school.nz with the subject "friend" 
ALSO like our Facebook page for updates - Blockhouse Bay Primary School PTA  

mailto:pta@blockhousebay.school.nz
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SPORTS NEWS 
Winter Field Day Inter-school Sports Exchange 
Wednesday last week saw 80 well trained, well drilled, disciplined and excited students represent our school 
at this big annual sporting event. It was a long, tough and tiring task for our sports stars who all played 
numerous games against other schools throughout the day. There were some very tired legs getting on the bus 
to return to school, which was a true reflection of the enormous effort everyone put in. Well done to all our 
students, and a big thank you to all our parent supporters who took time out of their busy day to come down 
and cheer on our teams. Thank you also to Mrs Kilpatrick (Hockey) for helping prepare her teams during 
lunchtimes, and to Mrs Davis (Netball) and Whaea Jasmin (Football) for helping supervise their codes on the 
day. Well done too, to Mr Bennett who as always, did a superb job of organizing the day and preparing the 
rugby and soccer teams. Confirmed results for all codes will be posted soon. 
 
Central / West Auckland Zones Gymnastics Competition 
Thursday last week saw a select group of students take part in this highly competitive Gymnastics competition. 
This was a real step up in expectation levels from the Fun Festival earlier in the year, with many competitors 
from other schools being regional reps and training for many hours throughout the week. Our team did 
exceptionally well and should be very proud of their efforts. Some students have now qualified for the 
Auckland Champ of Champs Competition in mid September, which will be another big step up, so well done to 
these students. Certificates once received will be handed out to students at their next assembly, and full 
results will be posted up on the information wall in Room 4. 
 
Inter-school Netball (Winter League) 
A big congratulations to our BHB Diamonds netball team who have finished their season on a high on Saturday 
with a great win. The girls, coached by Morgan Knight and managed by Claire Holt, had a tough start to the 
season, but showed great determination, team and fighting spirit to persevere and never give up! The BHB 
Sapphires team, coached by Louise Matson and managed by Sherry Wagner, have their last game of the season 
this Saturday, playing for 1st place for their division. We wish them all the very best for their last game. 
 
Previous Two Weeks Results: 
BHB Diamonds (3) vs. Titirangi Keas (25). POD - Keira Holt  
BHB Diamonds (14) vs. Marina View Steel (13). POD - Whole Team! 
BHB Sapphires (8) vs. Arahoe Rebels (4). POD - Emma Maunsell & Sia Mesake 
BHB Sapphires (8) vs. Titirangi Fantails (4). POD - Nevaeh Perry 

 
Rimu Syndicate presents 
'Mighty Māori Legends and other important stories' 
 
The children and teachers are working hard to prepare for their 
performances later in the term. Family members are invited to take a 
note of the show times so that they can be ready to buy their tickets in a 
few weeks’ time.  

 
Showtimes: 
Tuesday 19th September at 11:30am 
Wednesday 20th September at 7.00pm 
Thursday 21st September at 7.00pm 
 
Tickets $12 adults, $7 children 
TICKETS GO ON SALE SOON!  
 

 
2018 TERM DATES 
We always like to give parents plenty of notice of our school dates so that holidays are not planned during 
term times. The following dates have been approved by our Board of Trustees meeting. The Board took into 
account that Blockhouse Bay Intermediate School and Lynfield College have similar breaks and we know that 
parents would like us to line up with these wherever possible.   Next year’s term dates are: 
Term One  Tuesday 30th January - Friday 13th April   (11 weeks)  
Term Two Monday 30th April – Friday 6th July   (10 weeks) 
Term Three  Monday 23rd July - Friday 28th September   (10 weeks) 
Term Four  Monday 15th October - Friday 14th December  (9 weeks)  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


