Thursday 22nd February 2018
PRINCIPAL’S SOAPBOX
It was great to be part of the Year 6 camp last week and the weather was outstanding. A big thank you to the
office staff, Year 6 teachers and many parents who worked so well together to make this such a success. I am
sure that the children had lots to talk about when they got home on Friday as this experience is always a
highlight of children’s time at Blockhouse Bay Primary School. Year 5 children and their parents can now be
thinking about their camp in 2019!
We always encourage parents and family members to be
part of what happens at school and there are lots of ways
that this can happen. Over the next few weeks for
example, we have our PTA meeting on Monday evening,
Whole School Assembly next Thursday afternoon and Holi
Festival being celebrated on our field on Saturday 3rd
March.
On behalf of the school community, I would like to thank
Stephen Dallow for his work as Chairperson of the
school’s Board of Trustees. Stephen has stepped down
from this position after 5 years of excellent guidance,
wisdom and stewardship. He will remain a Board
member until the elections which are held next year. At
our meeting on Tuesday, the Board elected Craig Holt as
the new Chairperson. Congratulations Craig.
Have a great week everyone.
Neil Robinson – Principal
YEAR 5 AND 6 CRICKET FIELD DAY
Congratulations to all of the children that participated in
the Inter school Cricket Field Day at Eastdale Reserve on
Wednesday. We entered 4 teams this year and had some
very good results with one of our A teams placing 2nd in
the A Grade. There was some outstanding batting and
fielding skills demonstrated throughout the day and
excellent sportsmanship. A big thank you to the parents
that helped coach teams; Bo Singh, Mrs Matson, Mr Bottu,
Mr Taylor and also parents that came along to support.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TERM ONE - 2018

Fri 23rd Feb – Rimu Assembly – 2pm – PAC
Mon 26th Feb – PTA Meeting 7.30pm in the staffroom.
All parents are very welcome.
Tues 27th Feb – Pohutukawa Assembly – 2.30pm – PAC
Thurs 1st March – Whole School Assembly – 2pm
(all welcome). Please be seated by 1.55pm
Sat 3rd March – Holi Festival on school field 11-2.30pm
Mon 5th March – Kauri Assembly – 2pm – PAC
Tues 6th March – Kowhai Assembly – 2.30pm - PAC
Fri 9th March – Rimu Assembly – 2pm - PAC
Tues 13th March - Teachers attending Paid Union Meeting
Mon 19th March – Kauri Assembly – 2pm – PAC
Fri 23rd March – Rimu Assembly – 2pm - PAC
Tues 27th March – Pohutukawa Assembly – 2.30pm - PAC
22nd March – 12th April – Visits to Te Pane ote Mataoho
(Mangere Mountain) as part of our study on local history –
cost and dates for when rooms will go, to be advised soon
Fri 30th March – Tues 3rd April – No School – Easter Break
Note that the Education Act states that schools have to be
closed on Easter Tuesday
Wed 4th April – Kowhai Assembly – 2.30pm - PAC
Fri 6th April – Rimu Assembly – 2.00pm
Mon 9th April – Rimu & Kauri Syndicate – Cross Country
Tues 10th April – Pohutukawa Assembly – 2.30pm – PAC
Wed 11th April – Rimu & Kauri Synd – Cross Country Rain Day
Fri 13th April – Term One Ends 3.00pm

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION – PTA – Meeting on Monday
We are very lucky that over the years, our parents have raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for the school.
This has allowed us to purchase many things that our children can use including the PAC, 4 playgrounds and
sunshades, heated swimming pool and most recently, the new turf. It is now up to our latest group of parents
to continue this great work and help add to our facilities and equipment.
Our first PTA meeting for the year will be held in the staffroom at 7.30pm on Monday 26th February.
If you have any questions about the PTA, please email us on office@blockhousebay.school.nz and we will
organise someone to contact you.
We are also looking for people to assist with the running of our Friday lunch programme so if you can commit
to helping, please email Annette or come along to our meeting on the 26th February.
Join our "Friends of the PTA" mailing list by emailing pta@blockhousebay.school.nz with the subject heading
"Friend" to receive emails throughout the term about how you can help us with events, supplies, contacts.
PARENT / CHILD / TEACHER COMPLAINTS OR CONCERNS
From time to time, parents may have a concern over their child’s education or something that is happening at
the school. To ensure that these matters are dealt with effectively, we have a set of procedures for people to
follow if they wish to bring these matters to our attention.
In the first instance, it makes sense to discuss the issue with your child’s teacher as they are most likely to
know and understand the circumstances that contribute to it. Sometimes for example, the child may be telling
you about things that have not been brought to the attention of the teacher.
If the matter is more serious or if parents feel they wish to take the matter further, they may wish to bring it
to the attention of the Team Leader, Deputy Principal or Principal.
The Board of Trustees are only likely to deal directly with issues that are particularly serious or if parents have
first gone through the steps outlined above. In these cases, the matter will need to be put in writing and
delivered to the school office so that it can be passed onto the Board Chairperson. The issue is then likely to
be dealt with at the next Board meeting and suitable action taken. A response from the Board will always be
provided to the person who raised the issue.
In summary then, the procedure is:
- Discuss the issue with your child’s teacher
- Discuss the issue with your child’s Team Leader
- Ask for an appointment with the Deputy Principal (Elizabeth Crisp) or the Principal (Neil Robinson)
- Or if the matter is very serious and has already been raised with the Principal, parents can make a
written submission to the Board of Trustees
BIBLE IN SCHOOLS – starts soon
These sessions take place on a Thursday morning from March to November for year 0-2 children whose parents
want their children to be part of this programme.
We already have parent preferences on file, but if you wish to change to either be part of the programme or
to withdraw from it, please let us know. If you do not contact us, we will go with the information that you
gave to us previously.

ICAS TESTING 2018
2018 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) are Australian pen and paper tests
which are completed by Year 4-6 children in some schools under normal examination conditions. The ICAS
assessments will take place in the school between the 8th of May and the 14h of August.
The ICAS assessments will take place in our school on the following dates:
Digital Technologies Tuesday 8th May
Science Tuesday 29th May
Writing & Spelling Wednesday 13th June
English Tues 31st July
Maths Tues 14th August.
Order forms may be collected from the school office and must be returned to the school office by:
Friday the 16th March (Week 7 ). Practice questions can be viewed online at:
https://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/download-practice-questions
Late entries cannot be accepted.
SKATEBOARDING AT BLOCKHOUSE BAY SCHOOL
A group known as ‘Young Guns Skate School’ are running sessions on Friday afternoons for anyone interested in
trying this activity. Sessions start on Friday 2 nd March, run from 3.10-4.30pm and cost $35 per term. For more
information or to register, please contact simon@younggunsskateschool.co.nz. who sent in the following:

Learn to skateboard with the Young Guns Skate School! All skaters will learn how to skate safely and responsibly
while learning cool new tricks! Confidence, self-esteem, balance and coordination are all developed, while having lots
of fun! All abilities welcome, from beginners and up.

FLIPPA BALL RESULTS
Y4/5 BHB Tigers v Kohia Kahawai 2-8. The Player of the Day was Carrick Lang.
TEACHER SHORTAGE TO BE DISCUSSED AT PAID UNION MEETING
There is no doubt that the current government seems far more receptive to listening to the views of the
teaching profession than the previous one which is really heartening. Whilst we are fully aware that things are
never going to always be how we would like them, it is great to have a Minister who values the input of the
educational professionals. As we move further into the new school year, we are all hoping that this will
translate into increased funding for schools and the staff that work in them.
This year, the teaching profession will be running a campaign which will focus on seeking significant
investment into the education sector to address the crisis in recruiting and retaining teachers, educators’
heavy workloads, support staff wages and the lack of resourcing for children with additional learning needs.
Anyone who has a child that requires extra support with their learning will fully understand the outrageously
small amount of money that is provided for this.
We want to ensure every child has a qualified teacher and receives the time and support they need to thrive
at school, and we’ll attract more people to teaching by respecting and paying them as professionals.
One way to secure this level of resourcing is to imbed it into Collective Employment agreements and these
come up for renewal in 2018. Educators around the country will soon be meeting to discuss these matters and
the law allows for teachers and principals to get together in school time so that they can take place.
In three weeks’ time, most of the teachers around the country will be attending Paid Union Meetings during
school time and a lot of schools will close and send the children home for these. We are organising it so we do
not have to send the children home as we understand that for some of our families, this can be very difficult.
More details will be provided about this in next week’s newsletter.
We would like to thank everyone in their advance for their support on this matter.
Neil Robinson - Principal

COMMUNITY NOTICES
WIN $2000 FOR OUR SCHOOL
In conjunction with ‘The Big Hoot Art Trail’ that is running through the Auckland area, LynnMall will be running a
local/community campaign. LynnMall has sponsored four local schools, by giving each school an Owlet (smaller
Owl) to design and these beautiful owls will be on display in LynnMall outside Foot Locker run from Wednesday 28
February through to early May.
Customers coming into the centre who spend $20 can take their receipt to the Customer Service Desk to receive a
token to vote for their favourite local school. The school with the most votes at the end of the campaign will be
donated $2,000 from LynnMall.
Please support us and exchange your receipts for tokens so that Blockhouse Bay Primary can with the $2000.

Holi – ‘The Festival of Colours’
When : Sat 3rd March between 11.00am – 2.30pm Where : Blockhouse Bay Primary Rugby Field
What’s on : Music, Vegetarian Food Stalls, Water/Colour Play, Games and more
After the success of 2015, 2016 and 2017 the organisers of ‘festival of colours’ are once again
hoping to provide a fun filled event.
Any student or groups of students wishing to perform at the event please feel free to contact
us. People of all ages and cultures can enjoy this day. Invite your family and friends to spread
love and colour.
The event will run, rain or shine, please come prepared. Colours and kids water pumps will be
sold at the event.
We look forward to your support in making the ‘Festival of Colours’ a colourful event.
Anyone requiring further details, please contact : Roma Kaur on 0212639947 or Bo Singh on
021721545.
Alternatively, you could email us on : bhbevent@mail.com
* Note that there will also be a ‘Kids Can’ Charity Stall run by Savera Sidhu from Year 5.
We look forward to your support for this worthy cause.

