Thursday 21st February 2019
Greetings to you all,
Eagle-eyed readers of this newsletter may have noticed
a change in the Barfoot and Thompson advertising on the
back page. We wish to thank long standing supporter of
Michael Cassidy for all of his generosity in contributing
to the school over the years. We welcome Avinesh
Prasad to our newsletter advertising team and thank him
for coming on board and helping in this way.
We ask parents and friends of the school to support our
advertisers who are supporting the school.
Have a great week everyone.
Neil Robinson – Principal
CAN MY CHILD RIDE THEIR BIKE TO SCHOOL?
We have been advised by the Police that children under
the age of 10 should not be riding their bikes on the
streets around the school as they are unlikely to have
the ability to cope with the challenges that this area
has. Because of this, our rule is that only Year 6
children can ride their bikes to school. The only
exception to this is if an adult is riding alongside their
younger children.
To gain permission to ride their bikes, the Year 6 child
needs to write a letter themselves to Mr Robinson
requesting permission. Parents will need to sign the
letter to show that they have approved this.
In the letter, the children will need to include:
- That they have permission from their parent(s)
- The letter needs to be signed by the parent
- They will follow the road rules
- They will wear shoes and a bike helmet
- They will not ride it in the school grounds or
let other children ride their bike

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TERM ONE 2019
Please note that changes may occur.
Please check the dates and times below.
Fri 22nd Feb
Fri 22nd Feb

-9.00am Kauri Assembly
-2.00pm Kete Whānau Rimu Assembly
Rms 13/14/15
Tues 26th Feb
-2.30pm Kowhai Assembly
Tues 26th Feb
- Board of Trustees Meeting – 6.00pm
Wed 27th Feb
-Yr 5/6 Interschool T-ball Field Day
Fri 1st Mar
-2.00pm Te Raranga Rimu Assembly
-Rooms 2/3/9/12
Tues 5th Mar
-2.30pm Pōhutukawa Assembly
Wed 6th Mar
-Yr 5/6 Interschool T-ball Savings Day
Fri 8th Mar
-9.00am Kauri Assembly
Fri 8th Mar
-2.00pm Kete Whānau Rimu Assembly
Rms 13/14/15
Tues 12th Mar
-2.30pm Kowhai Assembly
Fri 15th Mar
-2.00pm Te Raranga Rimu Assembly
-Rms 2/3/9/12
Tues 19th Mar
-2.30pm Pōhutukawa Assembly
Thurs 21st Mar -Y5/6 Interschool Cricket Field Day
Fri 22nd Mar
-9.00am Kauri Assembly
Fri 22nd Mar
-2.00pm Kete Whānau Rimu Assembly
Rms 13/14/15
Tues 26th Mar
-2.30pm Kowhai Assembly
Wed 27th March -Kauri/Rimu Cross Country
Fri 29th March -2.00pm Te Raranga Rimu Assembly
Rms 2/3/9/12
Fri 29th March -Rimu & Kauri Cross Country Savings Day
Tues 2nd April
-2.30pm- Pōhutukawa Assembly
Thurs 4th April -2.00pm Whole School Assembly
Fri 5th April
-9.00am – Kauri Assembly
Fri 5th April
-2.00pm Kete Whānau Rimu Assembly
Rms 13/14/15
Tues 9th April
-2.30pm Kowhai Assembly
Wed 10th April -Y5/6 Interschool Cricket Savings Day
Fri 12th April
-2.00pm Whole Rimu Assembly
Fri 12th April
-Term One Ends

STATIONERY FOR SCHOOL
If you have not already purchased your child’s stationery for school you can still purchase it online by going to
www.myschool.co.nz/blockhousebayprimary enter your child’s name and choose the pack that you require.
They will deliver this to your home.
CONTACT DETAILS FOR PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS
We sometimes need to contact parents urgently, so if you have moved house or changed any of your contact
phone numbers, please ensure you inform the school office of your new details.

FRIENDS OF BLOCKHOUSE BAY (FAB) UPDATE
The FAB is a group of parents who meet once a month (or so) to plan for and oversee a range of fundraising events
that will enable us to purchase or upgrade items that the children will benefit from. They are supported by a
wider group of parents who can’t attend meetings but who get the emails and/or log in to the Facebook page and
offer to help when they can.
At yesterday’s meeting, the assembled parents voted in the office holders and began discussions about future
events.
At the end of 2018, Annette Bradley announced her retirement from the Chairperson’s position so that she could
focus on her new role as Room 23’s teacher. Annette has been on the FAB (PTA) for years with the last few as
Chairperson and so has certainly done more than her bit for the school community.
Gina Walters has been Treasurer for this group for 6 years now and was also keen to step out of this role. Gina’s
contribution has been immense as well, especially when you consider she has not had a child here since 2017!
I am pleased to announce that the new FAB Chairperson is Daniel Berry (see below). I am also pleased to inform
everyone that our new FAB Treasurer is Stephanie Hydes. The Secretary’s position will continue to be ably filled
by Jasmine Leaning.
The FAB’s next meeting will be held in the school staffroom at 7.00pm on Tuesday 19th March and all parents are
very welcome to attend. At this meeting, the group will be making decisions on what events they will run in 2019,
including school lunches. Please feel free to join us if you can.
The FAB are thinking of running a disco for the children on or around the 5th April. They would love to hear from
someone who could play music for this that would appeal to this age group. We have someone who can talk to
the children during the event, just need someone who can do the music. Please send us an email
pta@blockhousebay.school.nz or contact the school office.

Hello Friends and Family of Blockhouse Bay Primary,
It is with great excitement I introduce myself as the new Chairman of the PTA this year. I don’t need to tell you all what
an amazing, inclusive, diverse and beautiful community we all live in, I am sure you already know. But I do need to let
you know that the PTA/FAB have lots of cool plans to, continue on from, and grow the support to the school and
community in 2019. We are kicking off our planning for the year, so would love to have each and every one of you come
along. Please contact me or speak to the office for more information.
A little about myself, I have lived in the area for four years now (I have been a west Aucklander all my life) and my three
step-kids attend BHB primary. I am a business owner, musician and an expert bushwalker. If you see myself or any of
the other amazing PTA members around the school please feel free to come and say hello. We would love to hear your
ideas.
To keep up with events, activities and updates join our Facebook group – Blockhouse Bay Primary School FAB
I look forward to getting to know you all,
Daniel Berry

CELLPHONES AND PHONE WATCHES AT SCHOOL
These are valuable items which can cause issues if they are brought to school and available for use in the
classroom or playground. For these reasons, all cellphones and phone watches that do come to school, need to
be handed in to the school office in the morning and collected from there at the end of the day.

PARENT / CHILD / TEACHER COMPLAINTS OR CONCERNS
From time to time, parents may have a concern over their child’s education or something that is happening at
the school. To ensure that these matters are dealt with effectively, we have a set of procedures for people to
follow if they wish to bring these matters to our attention.
In the first instance, it makes sense to discuss the issue with your child’s teacher as they are most likely to know
and understand the circumstances that contribute to it. Sometimes for example, the child may be telling you
about things that have not been brought to the attention of the teacher.
If the matter is more serious or if parents feel they wish to take the matter further, they may wish to bring it to
the attention of one of our Deputy Principal’s Elmarie Pentz or Mandy Barrett, Associate Principal Liz Crisp, or
Principal Neil Robinson.
The Board of Trustees are only likely to deal directly with issues that are particularly serious or if parents have
first gone through the steps outlined above. In these cases, the matter will need to be put in writing and delivered
to the school office (letter or email) so that it can be passed onto the Board Chairperson. The issue is then likely
to be dealt with at the next Board meeting and suitable action taken. A response from the Board will always be
provided to the person who raised the issue.
In summary then, the procedure is:
- Discuss the issue with your child’s teacher
- Then if you have further questions or concerns, ask for an appointment with one of our Deputy Principal’s
Elmarie Pentz or Mandy Barrett, Associate Principal Liz Crisp, or Principal Neil Robinson
- Or if the matter is very serious and has already been raised with the Principal, parents can make a written
submission to the Board of Trustees
PARENTING ADVICE
From time-to-time, we publish articles that we feel might be of interest to parents. Please feel free to read
or ignore this advice

GETTING KIDS TO SCHOOL ON TIME
Missing a few minutes each day may not seem like a big deal but your child may be missing more than you realise if he
or she is continually late.
“Come on John! Get a move on. School starts in ten minutes and you’re not even dressed yet!”
If this scenario sounds familiar then you are not alone. Anecdotal evidence suggests that getting children to school or preschool on time can be one of the most difficult tasks for parents. Missing a few minutes each day may not seem like a big
deal but your child may be missing more than you realise if he or she is continually late.
Current research shows that mornings for most children are the most productive time of the day with 10.00am the peak
period for productivity. When children arrive late and take time to settle as they inevitably do, precious minutes are lost. A
child who is fifteen minutes late to school each day misses one week of school every year.
How can you get your dawdling kids out the door without yelling yourself hoarse? Here are a few techniques and ideas for
you to try to get your punctually-challenged children to school on time:
✔ Establish a morning routine.
Make sure your children know what is expected of them in the morning, and also what you will do. Resist nagging but be
willing to take them to school even if they haven’t fully prepared for the day.
✔ Identify and remove distractions such as television/screen time
If the children are regular watchers before school, change the routine and keep the screens off. It should only be turned on
when children are completely ready for school.
✔ Teach some of the basics of time management.
The average adult underestimates by about 25 per cent the time it takes to do various jobs. Make sure you have realistic
time estimates and stop packing so much into the time you allocate. Encourage older children to estimate how long it takes
to do activities such as getting ready in the morning. Then they can measure the time taken to do these tasks and compare
their estimates with real time.
✔ Arrive at school ten minutes early.
Plan to arrive at school early rather than be there on time. This idea works well for perpetual latecomers, whether young or
old.
✔ Model a good routine.
It is pointless expecting children to be organised in the morning if you are in a muddle yourself. Set a good example by
being as methodical as possible and avoid sleeping in unless your children are so organised that they get you breakfast in
bed. And pigs might fly as well!
Published by Michael Grose Presentations. All rights reserved. For more ideas, support and advice for all your
parenting challenges visit: www.parentingideas.com.au

