Thursday 1st November 2018

Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whānau,
At the time of writing this, the teachers union are in a form
of mediation with the Ministry of Education and everyone is
hoping that this will stop the strike from happening on the
12th November. I do advise all families to have plans made
for their children for this day if the strike goes ahead as our
school will be closed if it does happen.
The school sets its teacher only days 12 months in advance
and unfortunately, ours on the 16th November which is the
same week as the strike. We apologise for this but the
timing is out of our hands and there is therefore a possibility
that the school will be closed on both the Monday and the
Friday.
What a brilliant event the Kauri and Rimu Athletics was last
week. A little rain at the start did not detract from the day
and the children loved taking part in this special venue.
Thank you to all of the parents who helped us on the day
and well done to event organisers Sally Kilpatrick and
Hayley Davies.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TERM FOUR – 2018
Mon 5th Nov
Tues 6th Nov
Fri 9th Nov

-Kauri Assembly – 2.00pm – PAC
-Kowhai Assembly – 2.30pm –PAC
-Diwali dress up day
-Rimu Assembly – 2.00pm – PAC

Mon 12th Nov- POSSIBLE STRIKE DAY (school closed)
Tues 13th Nov

Fri

16th

-Whole School Assembly -2.00pm-PAC

Nov -Teacher Only Day
No school on this day

Tues 20th Nov
Wed 21st Nov
Wed 21st Nov
Sat 24th Nov
Tues 27th Nov
Tues 27th Nov
Mon 3rd Dec
Tues 4th Dec
Tues 4th Dec
Thurs 6th Dec
Fri 7th Dec
Mon 10th Dec
Tues 11th Dec
Fri 14th Dec

-Kowhai Assembly -2.30pm – PAC
-Interschool Athletics Day for selected
Students (NOTE DATE CHANGE)
- BYOD Evening (NOTE DATE CHANGE)
-School Carnival Family Day
-Kowhai Challenge Day
-Pohutukawa Assembly -2.30pm-PAC
-Kauri Assembly -2.00pm
-Kowhai Assembly -2.30pm
-Pohutukawa Camp Day
-Rainbows End Day – Selected Students
-Rimu Assembly -2.00pm
-Pohutukawa Assembly – 2.30pm-PAC
-Year Six Graduation Assembly
-Term Four Ends

Well done too to all of our Talent Show finalists. It takes a
lot of perseverance and even bravery to take part in events
such as this and you can all be commended for accepting this challenge. Thank
you to the family members who helped prepare the children and to Helen Addison
for organising and running this competition. Placings and photos will be in next
week’s newsletter.
Have a week everyone.
Neil Robinson
Principal

Rimu and Kauri Athletics Day
Rimu and Kauri children had a fantastic day at Mount Smart for their annual
Athletics Day. The rain didn't stop the excitement and we carried on with
enthusiasm. It was great to see so many keen runners for the 400m race.
There were some very fast and close sprint finals and relays. The children
participated positively and showed teamwork during the field events. A big
thank you to all of the parents and teachers that helped and supported on
the day. The selected inter school team will be competing again at Mount
Smart on Wednesday 21st November (please note date change)

Diwali, Deepavali or Dipavali is the Hindu festival of lights, which is celebrated every in
spring in southern hemisphere. One of the most popular festivals of Hinduism, Diwali
symbolises the spiritual "victory of light over darkness, good over evil and knowledge
over ignorance”.
At Blockhouse Bay School, we celebrate Diwali each year by having the children wear
their traditional Indian clothing to school on a day and this year, this will be Friday 9th
November.
Next week we will be also running some lunchtime activities for the children that are
centred around the Diwali theme

FINAL DISCO FOR 2018 - tomorrow
This will take place in the PAC on Friday 2nd November (tomorrow). If you are able to help on the night,
please contact the FAB team. Times for the discos are:
Year 0-2 children - 5.00-6.00pm
Year 4-6 children - 6.30-8.00pm
Year 3 children
- Can attend either disco, whichever suits parents.
WALK FOR KIDS
On Sunday the 11th November there will be a fundraiser at our school to support the Lions Club and the Child mobility
Foundation to raise awareness and funds to help child mobility. The goal is to walk or run 20 laps of the school.
Participants can pay $10 for adults - $5 for children under 15 to enter or if you get sponsored for $20 or more it is free
– see bhbl-lions.org/walk-for-kids to register. What a great way to get some fun family exercise and teach your children
to appreciate their mobility and to gain empathy for others!

STRIKE DAY FOR AUCKLAND TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS
This may be happening on Monday 12th November and if it does, school will be
closed for the day.

TEACHER ONLY DAY – Friday 16th November
On a Friday in November each year, we have a teacher only day to help our preparations for the following year’s teaching
and learning. Teachers come back to school in January anyway, but this helps us to get a head start on these plans.
Please note that this year’s teacher only day will be held on Friday 16th November.
The school stays open for an additional day in December to make up for this lost learning time.

BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE MEETING – For families of Year 4 children DATE CHANGED TO 21st NOVEMBER
This initiative began at the start of last year and we believe that it has been very beneficial for the children’s
learning. It is quite likely that parents of current Year 4 children will want to know more about this idea so we
are holding an information session on in Room 6 on Wednesday 21st November, from 7.00-8.15pm. Although the
evening is targeted towards parents of Year 4 children, everyone is very welcome to attend.
Please make a note of this date in your diary if you are interested in finding out more about how we use
Chromebooks in our senior rooms. At this meeting, some children will show how they use the devices
to enhance their learning and we will also have some suppliers in the room to answer questions about security
and purchasing of Chromebooks.
We will also be having a guest speaker from ‘Family Zone’ who offer a Cyber safety ecosystem for parents
to help keep their children safe online at home.
There will of course be opportunities for parents to ask questions as well.

BLOCKHOUSE BAY SCHOOL GRADUATION CEREMONY – Tuesday 11th December

To celebrate our current Year 6's time at our school, we are having a prize giving and graduation ceremony for
them. Parents of Year 6 students are welcome to attend this event. All children are initially able to have two
family members attend, although there is sometimes the opportunity to obtain extra tickets if they are
available. Please make a note of this date if you have a child who is in Year 6. Doors will open on the day at
12.50pm and we will start around 1.15pm.

2019 TERM DATES
We always like to let parents know well in advance what the dates are for our term breaks so that families can
book their holidays out of school time. The Board of Trustees have approved the following dates for 2019.
Term One
Term Two
Term Three
Term Four

-

Monday 4th February – Friday 12th April
Monday 29th April
– Friday 5th July
nd
Monday 22 July
– Friday 27th September
th
Monday 14 October – Thursday 19th December

SCHOOL DONATIONS– have you paid yours yet?
Thank you to everyone who has paid or who is paying their school donation for 2016.
A reminder that this donation is $200 for one child, $400 for two children and $500 for three or more children with
an additional donation of $40 per child for the PTA donation. Statements will be sent home early next week.
Please note that when you have paid the school donation, you can claim back 30% of this money against your
income in the current tax year.

FUNDRAISERS AT BLOCKHOUSE BAY NEWS
The FAB are a small group of parents who organise fun events and activities to raise money for extra school
projects for the benefit of Blockhouse Bay school and the wider community. Our biggest fundraiser is the school
Carnival and we are working hard to bring local businesses, sports groups and the community together for a fun
day for all. Save the date- Saturday 24th November.
Friday 2nd November- TOMORROW
MUFTI jolly jar dress up day- bring a jolly jar (or just a bag of
contents) for us to sell at carnival and wear your own clothes or
dress up!
Disco
Year 0-3 from 5pm-6pm
Year 3-6 from 6:30pm-8pm
* Year 3 parents can choose which ONE disco to bring their child to.
$5 entry per school child. Food, drinks and glow toys available to
buy.
Sunday 4th November
Carnival working bee from 10am-12noon. Meet at the PAC to lend a
hand.
Friday 9th November
New Lynn Toyworld discount night for Blockhouse Bay Primary
parents. See the flyer for more information.
Like our Facebook page- Blockhouse Bay Primary School FAB

