Thursday 1st March 2018
PRINCIPAL’S SOAPBOX
Congratulations to the children who were selected for
and took part in last week’s interschool cricket event and
thank you to the parents who were able to coach and look
after the children on the day. Our Flippa Ball team is
now playing each week and the Year 5/6 T-Ball team will
play next week. Trials for netball and swimming teams
will take place soon.
It is really disruptive to everyone when children arrive
late to school. Whilst we accept that very occasionally,
unforeseen circumstances can make people late, this
should not be a common occurrence as it is not fair on
the other children or the teachers. To ensure a settled
start to the day, parents are asked to make sure that
their children are arriving at school by 8.30am.
I know a large number of children and adults are looking
forward to the Holi celebrations on our school field on
Saturday. This is open to everyone and is a great way to
celebrate and experience this cultural event. Parents are
asked to help ensure that the children do not spread
colour on to the school turf. See you there!
Have a great week everyone.
Neil Robinson – Principal

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TERM ONE - 2018

Sat 3rd March – Holi Festival on school field 11-2.30pm
Mon 5th March – Kauri Assembly – 2pm – PAC
Tues 6th March – Kowhai Assembly – 2.30pm - PAC
Fri 9th March – Rimu Assembly – 2pm - PAC
Tues 13th March - Teachers attending Paid Union Meeting
Mon 19th March – Kauri Assembly – 2pm – PAC
Fri 23rd March – Rimu Assembly – 2pm – PAC
Mon 26th March – PTA Meeting – 7.30pm. All welcome.
Tues 27th March – Pohutukawa Assembly – 2.30pm - PAC
22nd March – 12th April – Visits to Te Pane ote Mataoho
(Mangere Mountain) as part of our study on local history –
cost and dates for when rooms will go, to be advised soon
Fri 30th March – Tues 3rd April – No School – Easter Break
Note that the Education Act states that schools have to be
closed on Easter Tuesday
Wed 4th April – Kowhai Assembly – 2.30pm - PAC
Fri 6th April – Rimu Assembly – 2.00pm
Mon 9th April – Rimu & Kauri Syndicate – Cross Country
Tues 10th April – Pohutukawa Assembly – 2.30pm – PAC
Wed 11th April – Rimu & Kauri Synd – Cross Country Rain Day
Fri 13th April – Term One Ends 3.00pm

There was great excitement and many questions as our
children and their families arrived at school on
Wednesday to discover new signage around our school. A
big thank you to Carl and Andi Jackson from Just Graphix
who gave us a real ‘school friendly price’ on these.
‘He Manu Rere’, our Graduate Profile is the result of
months of work by many contributors. Consultation with
students, parents, whānau and staff took place to find
out what attributes our community wanted to see in a
Blockhouse Bay School graduate.
The result is ‘He Manu Rere’, which means ‘A Soaring
Bird’ and is linked to the manu- the tui on our school
logo.
The attributes identified by our Community have been grouped under the titles ‘Know me’, Know Others’ and
‘Know How’. Children and staff will be exploring ‘He Manu Rere’ this term and next as part of our inquiry into
‘Identity and Diversity’.
We will have opportunities for parents and whanau to find out more about ‘He Manu Rere’ later in the year.

HOLI – FESTIVAL OF COLOURS – this Saturday
When
: Saturday 3rd March between 11.00am - 2.30pm (This weekend!)
Where
: Blockhouse Bay Primary School Rugby Field
The much awaited Festival of Colours is finally here. The event will run rain or shine, please
come prepared.
The organisers of the ‘Festival of Colours’ are putting together a fun filled event. There will be
veg. food stalls, DJ music, games and water/colour play. A designated area will be provided for
kids and adults wishing to indulge in a bit of water fun. (Please bring along an extra pair of
clothing). Invite your family and friends to this event and enjoy a day of music and colours.
People of all ages and cultures can enjoy this day and play with colours/paint which will be sold
at the event. We hope to see you all there.
For further info, please contact
: Roma Kaur on 0212639947 or Bo Singh on 021721545
Alternatively, you could email on
: bhbevent@mail.com
SCHOOL TRIP TO MĀNGERE MOUNTAIN (Te Pano o Mataoho)
We are lucky enough to have secured bookings for the whole school to visit Te Pane o Mataoho (Māngere
Mountain). This educational experience outside the classroom will help us make connections to these
concepts within our Inquiry;
'Does the past make us who we are?
What does this mean for New Zealanders?'
Over the next few school days, the children will be bringing home a letter which outlines the dates their class
will be attending and asking for parents to come and assist us with supervision.
The cost of the experience is $22 but because we think that it is so important for all of the children to go, the
school will be subsidising this and the charge will be $13 per pupil
We would appreciate all money and permission slips being sent to the school office by the 12th March. Thank
you.
SCHOOL DONATIONS AND PTA DONATION
Thank you to everyone who has paid this money to the school office. Please contact the office if you have any
questions about this.
The new government have talked about a possible change to school donations but it does look unlikely that any
changes will be made this year, so we do appreciate parents paying this donation to the school as it does allow
us to fund a lot of what goes on in the school.
The 2018 School Donation is unchanged from the last few years and will remain at $200 for one child, $400 for
two and $500 for three or more children with an additional charge of $40 per child for the PTA donation.
When people have paid their children’s donations, we will send home a receipt. If you pay the entire school
fee by the end of March, you can claim back this money in the current tax year.
URGENT: THE PTA NEEDS PARENT HELP!
The Parent Teacher Association is a small group of people who run events to raise funds for YOUR children and
OUR school. We have less helpers every year and now need new faces to help run events. If we don't get
enough people offering to help then these events will simply not happen and your child will miss out on things
like:
Discos, sausage sizzles, movie nights, Friday lunches and treats, maybe even Carnival PLUS any facilities
which the funds would go towards.
The PTA needs:
 A Chairperson willing to run meetings AND a new treasurer willing to prepare, count, bank and collate
money.
 At least 2 people to organise Friday Lunches.
 Someone willing to lead the organisation of our famous school Carnival.
Full training and support will be given for all these roles.
IF NO-ONE OFFERS TO TAKE ON THESE ROLES THEY WILL NOT HAPPEN.
If you work full time and cannot help by donating any spare time, PLEASE pay the $40 PTA donation at the
office. Please email pta@blockhousebay.school.nz if you think you can help or know anyone who can help
with these roles, and would like more information.
Like our Facebook page for more updates - Blockhouse Bay Primary School PTA
Email the above address with the subject "friend" if you would like to receive emails with how you can help in
other ways.

FLIPPA BALL RESULTS
Y3/4 team. It was a close game last week and players are improving quickly. Result 2-2. Player of the day was
Kevin.

SCHOOL SURVEY
Every three years, the Blockhouse Bay Primary School Board of Trustees carry out a survey of their current
parent community so that the decisions made by the Board and staff can be influenced by what parents think.
This survey took place near the end of 2017 and we published some of the results in last year’s newsletters.
We will continue this reporting back in newsletters this year, when we have space.
It is impossible to include all of the comments as there is not enough room and we need to be conscious of
confidentiality as some individual names of children and staff were mentioned. We can assure you however
that all comments are being taken into account when we make future decisions.
Please note that the percentages do not always add up to 100 as sometimes people answered ‘don’t know’.
The first section for this year is on the school’s Vision.

Blockhouse Bay Primary’s Vision and Direction. How satisfied are you that:
Percentage
scoring 1-3

People who
scored 4-6

Percentage
scoring 4-6

People who
scored 7-10

Percentage
scoring 7-10

The School’s Vision is relevant and meaningful
Children are encouraged to set personal goals
The school encourages children to accept
responsibility
Children are encouraged to treat others with respect
The staff prepares the children well for their next
school
(Note - 35% said don’t know)
The school and staff are committed to improving
student achievement
The school has a positive awareness or attitude of all
ethnicities

People who
scored 1-3

Criteria
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3
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4
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9

10%
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79%

1

1%
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76%

ICAS TESTING 2018
The ICAS assessments will take place in our school on the following dates:
Digital Technologies Tues 8th May
Science Tues 29th May
Writing & Spelling
Wed 13th June
English Tues 31st July
Mathematics Tues 14th August.
Order forms must be returned to the school office by Friday the 16th March
Late entries cannot be accepted.

SKATEBOARDING AT BLOCKHOUSE BAY SCHOOL – starts tomorrow after school
A group known as ‘Young Guns Skate School’ are running sessions on Friday afternoons for anyone interested in
trying this activity. Sessions start on Friday 2 nd March, run from 3.10-4.30pm and cost $35 per term. For more
information or to register, please contact simon@younggunsskateschool.co.nz.

Learn to skateboard with the Young Guns Skate School! All skaters will learn how to skate safely and responsibly
while learning cool new tricks! Confidence, self-esteem, balance and coordination are all developed, while having lots
of fun! All abilities welcome, from beginners and up.

