16th November 2017
INTER-SCHOOL TABLE TENNIS
Thursday last week the school sent a team of senior students,
4 boys and 3 girls, to the Auckland Zones Inter-school Table
Tennis Tournament, held in Epsom. Our students did
exceptionally well, with every student winning multiple games
throughout the day. The stand out performance of the day was
from Harsh Patel who made it into the playoffs. A very big
thank you to Daniel Prelipceanu and Manu Panga who
generously offered to supervise and transport the team. Well
done Blockhouse Bay!
INTER-SCHOOL 11 A SIDE FOOTBALL
The highly anticipated 11 a side Inter-school Football
Tournament was held on Friday 3rd November. Our squad of
15 dedicated and determined students had been training hard
and strategising the whole week leading up to it. With a very
tough A division this year, our team did well and placed 3rd
overall. A massive thank you to Bo Singh, Jake Butler and Mrs
Davies who supported and guide our students on the day. Go
BHB!

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TERM FOUR

Mon 20th Nov – 2.15pm Kauri Assembly
Wed 22nd Nov – Yrs 3-6 Athletics Postponement Day
Wed 22nd Nov – 2.30pm -Kowhai Assembly
Thurs 23rd Nov- School Closes 12.45 pm
Fri 24th Nov – Teacher Only Day (No School this day)
Mon 27th Nov – Swimming season commences
Tues 28thNov – Pohutukawa and Kowhai Athletics
Thurs 30th Nov –2.30pm- Pohutukawa Assembly
Sat 2nd Dec – PTA Carnival Day – 10.00am
Mon 4th – Fri 9th Dec - Kauri Syndicate Safer Boating
Tues 5th Dec – Pohutukawa Waste free Camp Day
Wed 6th Dec –2.30pm - Kowhai Assembly
Thurs 7th Dec – 2.00pm - Rimu Assembly
Wed 13th Dec – Reports go home
Wed 13th Dec – Year six graduation ceremony
Fri 15th Dec – End of School Year – 1.30pm

INTER-SCHOOL ATHLETICS
Yesterday marked the final Inter-school sporting event on our
calendar, the big Inter-school Athletics Day. 42 well prepared,
well trained and superbly fit athletes represented our school, and did so proudly. Karen Henricksen in the office
made mention that this group in particular was the best behaved team we have ever sent, and was very happy
with their efforts! So well done everyone. Results will be emailed to schools soon, but as always Blockhouse Bay
had a very strong presence in all track and field events. You all should be very proud of your achievements and
sportsmanship shown. A big thank you to all the parents who came down and helped support our team, and in
particular Jake Butler, Travis Brown and Mrs Davies for representing our school in the parent teacher race, we
will blame Deepika for us coming 3rd!

PRINCIPAL’S SOAPBOX
Dear Parents, Caregivers and family members,
Those of you who have been around the senior block lately might have noticed that we have begun to repaint this
part of the school. Other property upgrades planned for the next 12 months include upgrading the Manukau Block
and a significant interior refit of Rooms 1-3 which will be completed in the second half of 2018 (hopefully).
I am sure that everyone will have noticed that we close early next Thursday so that all staff can meet with other
teachers from the Lynfield Community of Learning. This is a government initiative which encourages teachers from
the same area getting together to work on things such as improving transitions to other schools, moderation of
assessment practices and cultural initiatives. At next week’s meeting, we will be beginning our work on formulating
an area wide vision on what attributes we want our local children to have when they leave high school. The feedback
that some of you provided in our school survey will be carried into these discussions as well.
[The PTA are also having a mufti day on this day as well – see later in this newsletter for details].
On Friday next week, we are also closed so that our teachers can work on preparations for 2018. This work cannot be
left until our meetings in January as the learning that happens and decisions made on this day, are worked on between
now and the end of this year so that we can be ready to build on this when we meet before the children return to
school in 2018. A reminder too that we work an extra day in 2017 to make up for this lost learning time.
The teachers are currently working on the final assessments and evaluations for the year in preparation for the end
of year reports. These will come home with the children in the last week of the term.
Have a great week everyone!
Neil Robinson
Principal

REMINDERS:
 Colference – 23 November 2017 – School closes 12.45pm
rd

A reminder to parents and caregivers that school will close early on the 23 rd November so that
all staff can attend a professional development session with all of the schools from the Lynfield
Community of Learning (CoL).
Please ensure you have made arrangements for your child to be collected as teachers will be
leaving the school to attend the meeting.
Care 4 Kidz will run from 12.45pm in the Technology room in the Manukau Block.
重要通知，请家长留意
十一月二十三日，周四，中午12:45放学
lynfield区域教师会议。请家长安排按时接孩子。
当天Care4kids会提早看护孩子。
十一月二十四号，周五，学校关闭
当天教师备课时间，准备下一学年的教学计划。请家长配合提早安排孩子的看护。

 Teacher Only Day – 24th November 2017 – No school on this day.
School is also closed the following day for a teacher only day. On this day, the staff continue
their plans for organisation and planning in preparation for the new school year. This work
carries on between then and Christmas, and continues in January so that we are ready to start
straight back into learning on the first day of school, Tuesday 30th January

JUNIOR ATHLETICS – POHUTUKAWA AND KOWHAI SYNDICATE
When: Tuesday 28th November 2017
Time: 9:15 to 12:45
Where: On the main field at school.

Families are all invited to come and support your children for this event, and then you could
stay on and have lunch with your child after the activities ☺.
Kind regards, Pohutukawa and Kowhai Teachers
YEARBOOK 2017
Get your orders in now! Complete the order form sent home with this newsletter and return it to the school
office with your payment of $25.00. Every child appears at least once in the magazine. Full colour, glossy,
high quality. When the books arrive they will be distributed to your child. Get in fast as once sold out there
will be no more.
PHOTOLIFE
Shoot Key codes have been sent home. If you wish to order a photo please go online to photolife.co.nz
and enter your code. Free delivery will end on Sunday 19th November 2017 so get in quick. Envelopes
are available from the school office if you are unable to order online.

SCHOOL SURVEY
The next part of the survey that we are presenting are the percentages from the section on the quality of education.
Please note that the percentages do not always add up to 100 as some people answered ‘don’t know’.
Quality of Education at Blockhouse Bay Primary. How satisfied are you that:
Percentage
scoring 1-3

People who
scored 4-6

Percentage
scoring 4-6

People who
scored 7-10

Percentage
scoring 7-10

My child is getting a high quality education
My child is encouraged to work to their full potential
My child is provided with appropriate challenging learning
tasks and activities
The school offers a wide range of quality enrichment
activities
With your overall relationship with Blockhouse Bay Primary

People who
scored 1-3

Criteria

3
6
5

3%
7%
6%

12
15
17

15%
19%
21%

62
54
52

78%
68%
65%

6

7%

11

14%

58

73%

1

1%

11

12%

77

84%

The staff and Board will use these percentages and the feedback from the comments made by parents, for
their future planning and decision making.

PTA NEWS
SCHOOL CARNIVAL- Saturday 2nd December 10am-2pm

MUFTI DAY - Thursday 23rd November (half day). For our final carnival collection MUFTI day
please send a block/bar of chocolate OR any unopened jar/bottle/can from your cupboards at
home. These can be food or toiletries such as shampoo, face cream etc.
WHITE ELEPHANT -White elephant items can be dropped off to the PAC (hall) before and after school for the
whole week starting Monday 27th November. We accept good condition books, toys, games, homeware but
NO electrical items thanks. We also need good, clean clothes for our new recycled clothing stall (these
can be delivered directly to room 7).
FRIDAY LUNCHES
1. There will be NO Friday lunches next week as there is no school on Friday 24th November.
2. Pita Pit lunches will be back for one week only for Friday 1st December. Order forms will come home on
Monday 27th November and all orders go into a draw to win some cool prizes courtesy of our friends at Pita
Pit New Lynn.
Like our Facebook page- Blockhouse Bay Primary School PTA

