
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 15th March 2018 
 

Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whanau, 
Thank you to parents who have sent in their permission 
slips and money for the Mangere Mountain trip. We 
would appreciate these coming in as soon as possible if 
you have not already done so. Please contact the school 
office if payment is an issue and we will discuss this 
with you. 
Our apologies for the inconvenience caused by the clash 
between one of the Mangere Mountain trips and the 
Kauri/Rimu Cross Country.  Because of this, we have 
moved the Cross Country to after lunch on Tuesday 10th 
April with the first race starting at 1.50pm.  
Because of trips and other events, the postponement 
day needs to be in the morning of Friday 13th April, the 
last day of the term (first race 9.30am). More details 
will be provided in next week’s newsletter.  
Have a great week everyone.  
Neil Robinson – Principal  
 
 
 
 
 
HELP WIN $2,000 FOR OUR SCHOOL  
In conjunction with ‘The Big Hoot Art Trail’ that is 
running through the Auckland area, Lynmall will be 
running a local/community campaign.  LynnMall has 
sponsored four local schools, by giving each school an 
Owlet (smaller Owl) to design and these beautiful owls 
will be on display in LynnMall outside Foot Locker run 
until early in May. 
Customers coming into the centre who spend $20 can 
take their receipt to the Customer Service Desk to 
receive a token to vote for their favourite local 
school.  The school with the most votes at the end of 
the campaign will be donated $2,000 from LynnMall. 
The four schools involved are: 
·        Arahoe School 
·        Avondale Primary School 
·        Blockhouse Bay Primary School 
·        New Lynn School 
Please support us and exchange your receipts for tokens to give Blockhouse Bay School an opportunity to win 
the $2,000. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
TERM ONE – 2018 

Fri 16th March - Polyfest Trip for selected students 
Mon 19th March  – Kauri Assembly – 2pm – PAC 
Tues 20th March - Kowhai Assembly 
Fri 23rd March  – Rimu Assembly – 2pm – PAC 
Mon 26th March  – PTA Meeting – 7.30pm. All welcome.  
Tues 27th March  – Pohutukawa Assembly – 2.30pm - PAC 
22nd March – 12th April – Visits to Te Pane ote Mataoho 
(Mangere Mountain) as part of our study on local history  
Fri 30th March – Tues 3rd April – No School – Easter Break 
Note that the Education Act states that schools have to be 
closed on Easter Tuesday 
Wed 4th April  – Kowhai Assembly – 2.30pm - PAC 
Fri 6th April  – Rimu Assembly – 2.00pm 
Fri 6th April - Disco (more details announced soon)  
Mon 9th April  – Rimu & Kauri Syndicate – Cross Country 
Tues 10th April  – 1.50pm -Rimu & Kauri Cross Country  

– Pohutukawa Assembly – 2.30pm – PAC  
Fri 13th April  – Postponement day for Rimu & Kauri Cross   
                             Country (if needed) – 9.30am start 

- Term One Ends 3.00pm 
 
 

 



LETTERS ABOUT LIBRARY BOOKS  
Apologies to the parents who received an email with a “third” reminder about overdue library books. This was 
an error and should have read as a first reminder. Many thanks to the parents who responded and for all those 
who located the overdue books. Feedback suggests an email reminder is helpful for parents.  
If you have any questions about your child’s library books please ask the classroom teacher or contact Melissa 
Murray melissam@blockhousebay.school.nz for further information. 
 

All students visit the library with their classes every week to browse, borrow and return books.  We encourage 
children to return their books weekly so that they can borrow new books.  Please find out your child’s library 
day and support them to be prepared for their library visit. 
 

SCHOOL TRIP TO MĀNGERE MOUNTAIN (Te Pano o Mataoho) 
The children have brought home a letter which outlines the dates their class will be attending and asking for 
parents to come and assist us with supervision.  
The cost of the experience is $22 but because we think that it is so important for all of the children to go, the 
school will be subsidising this and the charge will be $13 per pupil. 
Please contact the school office to discuss payment options if this is a problem.  
 

 

ICAS TESTING 2018 – Entries Close TOMORROW 
The ICAS assessments will take place in our school on the following dates:  

Digital Technologies  Tues 8th May (please note date change) 

Science  Tues 29th May   Writing & Spelling  Wed 13th June  

English   Tues 31st July    Mathematics Tues 14th August. 

Order forms must be returned to the school office by Friday the 16th March  
Late entries cannot be accepted. 

 
KAURI AND RIMU CROSS COUNTRY 
Training for the Kauri and Rimu Cross Country has started and will be held on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. 
The training helps the children to prepare for the race and also improves their overall fitness levels so all 
children need to take part. If your child is too sick to run on a particular day, please send a note explaining 
why, to their class teacher.   
Please ensure your child brings a change of clothes to school and suitable footwear for running for these 
training sessions. Children will come to school in their uniform each day and change for training once they 
arrive. 
The Cross Country event is being held on Tuesday 10th April at 1:30pm or in the morning on Friday 13th 
April if it is too wet on the Tuesday (first race 9.30am). Parents are very welcome to come and watch. Any 
questions please see either of the organizing teachers - Hayley Davies or Sally Kilpatrick. 
 

PTA NEWS 
Hello from the PTA. We have had some minor changes recently and after no offers to take on the role of 
Chairperson, Annette Bradley has agreed to stay on but in a more limited role. Gina Walters has kindly offered 
to continue performing treasurer duties while training those parents who have expressed interest in taking on 
the role after her. Many thanks to those parents who have been in touch to help with lunch orders. We hope 
to start these again in Term 2. 
 

PTA Dates: 
Monday 26th March 7:30pm - Open Evening with drinks and nibbles - Join us in the staffroom for a brief PTA 
update and the chance to find out more about helping the group. We will also be voting on a possible new 
name for the group so come along to have your say! 
 
Thursday 29th March - Ice block fundraiser - $1 for a mini ice block from 3pm outside the PAC (or inside if 
raining!) 
 
Friday 6th April - School Disco - times to be confirmed. Many thanks to parents Bo Singh and Fiona Marquardt 
for offering to organise the first disco of the year. 
 
Friday 13th April - Sausage sizzle and MUFTI day - more details to come. 
Like our Facebook page for more updates - Blockhouse Bay Primary School PTA 
Email pta@blockhousebay.school.nz with subject "friend" to go on our mailing list. 

mailto:melissam@blockhousebay.school.nz
mailto:pta@blockhousebay.school.nz


ARE YOU A GOOD SPORT? 
Sport Waitakere is running a FREE Good Sports 
workshop at Glenavon School on Wednesday the 
28th of March from 4.00-5.30pm. This workshop is 
open to parents, coaches, teacher, managers, 
student coaches or anyone that works with children 
in sports 
 
Good Sports is a programme from that aims to 
create positive sporting experiences for Kiwi kids by 
supporting and educating the key adult influencers 
in children’s sport: parents, coaches, teachers and 
sport administrators. Whether you want to help 
your child be the next Richie McCaw or Lisa 
Carrington, or you view sport as a vehicle to help 
children to be active, healthy and learn life skills; 
critical in the success of these things happening, is 
the quality of support that adults provide children 
in sport. 
Sport Waitakere facilitate the Good Sports 
programme for West Auckland, and have integrated 
the program into our workspace. We have three 
members of our team who work together to 
facilitate the program in our region. Our team work 
hard to make sure that the courses cover the needs 
of the group and create an understanding of what a 
great experience in sport looks and feels like.  
If you want some more information please contact 
Michael Mau'u - Young Peoples advisor 
- michael.mauu@sportwaitakere.co.nz 

 

 
YEAR 5 AND 6 INTER SCHOOL T-BALL COMPETITION 
Congratulations to all of the Year 5 and 6 children 
that competed in the Inter-school T-ball competition 
on Wednesday. We had 5 teams competing this year 
which is our best turn out yet. Luckily the rain held 
off this time and it turned out to be a sunny, fun and 
action packed day. The A Division teams did really 
well winning most of their games. Well done to all of 
the children as they all developed new skills and game 
sense over the day. A special thank you to our 
coaches, Mr and Mrs Jackson and Mrs Thomson, for 
giving up their time to coach our teams and help with 
practices.  

 

EASTER BREAK 

A reminder to everyone that school is closed for the 
Easter Break from Friday 30th March to Tuesday 3rd 
April. School resumes on Wednesday 4th April.  

Most adults people do not have the Tuesday off, but 
this is in the Education Act and schools have no 
control over us having to take this additional day.  

mailto:michael.mauu@sportwaitakere.co.nz?subject=Good%20Sports


 


