
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thursday 15th February 2018 
 

PRINCIPAL’S SOAPBOX   
Our sympathies go out to everyone who has had family members affected by the recent weather extremes. We 
hope that everyone is well and that their lives are restored to normal as soon as possible. 
 
Every year, the teachers are involved in many professional development opportunities which are designed to 
ensure that our curriculum delivery is as good as it can be. This often involves work both during the day and 
after school/weekends and we thank the teachers for this level of commitment.  
Next week, we are continuing working with a literacy 
expert and she will be spending time coaching the 
teachers in their classrooms.  
 
Today we recognised Chinese New Year at the school 
and in a couple of weeks’ time, families will be invited 
to come up to the school to celebrate Holi, ‘The Festival 
of Colours’. This will be held on the field on Saturday 
3rd March. More details are provided in this newsletter 
so put this date in your diary as families always enjoy 
celebrating this day.  
 

Have a great week everyone.  
Neil Robinson – Principal  
 
PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION – PTA 
At Blockhouse Bay Primary School, we are very lucky that over the years, our parents have raised hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. This has allowed us to purchase many things that our children can use including the PAC, 
4 playgrounds and sunshades, heated swimming pool and most recently, the new turf. These facilities are 
wonderful for the children’s learning and we are grateful that our school community helps us in this way. 
Parents can help the PTA in many ways including helping at events or being on the committee that plans them. 
Our first PTA meeting for the year will be held in the staffroom at 7.00pm on Monday 26th February.  
After years of loyal and dedicated service our Chairperson Annette Bradley and Treasurer Gina Walters are 
stepping down so we need to have someone else pick up these roles. To find out what they do, please email 
us on office@blockhousebay.school.nz and we will organise someone to contact you.  
We are also looking for people to assist with the running of our Friday lunch programme so if you can commit 
to helping, please email Annette or coming along to our meeting on the 26th February.  
Join our "Friends of the PTA" mailing list by emailing pta@blockhousebay.school.nz with the subject heading 
"Friend" to receive termly emails about how you can help us with events, supplies, contacts.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
TERM ONE-2018 

 

Mon 19th Feb – Kauri Assembly – 2pm - PAC 
Thurs 1st March – Whole School Assembly – 2pm 
Saturday 3rd March – Holi Festival celebrated at school 
Mon 5th March – Kauri Assembly – 2pm - PAC 
Mon 19th March – Kauri Assembly – 2pm - PAC 
22nd March – 12th April – Visits to Te Pane ote Mataoho 
(Mangere Mountain) as part of our study on local history – 
cost and dates for when rooms will go, to be advised soon 
Fri 30th March – Tues 3rd April – No School – Easter Break 
Note that the Education Act states that schools have to be 
closed on Easter Tuesday 
Fri 13th April – Term One Ends 3.00pm 
 
 

 

CELEBRATING DIVERSITY DAY 
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IT’S A GIRL 

Congratulations to staff member Claire Schultz who gave birth to a baby girl on the weekend. Mother and 
baby are both doing well and we look forward to them making a guest appearance at the school soon.  

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Our school library is a very special place where children are encouraged to develop a love of books and reading 
for pleasure.  It's a place where they can respond to their curiosity and wonderings about the world while 
cultivating research and inquiry skills.  
  
All children are also encouraged to respect and care for our books and are expected to use a book bag to 
protect these. The library is also open at break times for children to read, play board games or draw. 
  

All students visit the library with their classes every week to browse, borrow and return books.  We encourage 
children to return their books weekly so that they can borrow new books.   
  

We also appreciate the support from parents in locating overdue books and returning these to the library. If 
your child’s book is overdue we will send home a letter/email with the book details so that you know what 
you are looking for.  Thank you. Melissa Murray.  
 

CAN MY CHILD RIDE THEIR BIKE TO SCHOOL? 
We have been advised by the Police that children under the age of 10 should not be riding their bikes on the 
streets around the school as they are unlikely to have the ability to cope with the challenges that this area 
has.  Because of this, our rule is that only Year 6 children can ride their bikes to school. 
To gain permission to ride their bikes, the Year 6 child needs to write a letter themselves to Mr Robinson 
requesting permission. In the letter, they will need to include: 

- That they have permission from their parent(s) – letter needs to be signed by the parent 
- They will follow the road rules 
- They will wear shoes and a bike helmet 
- They will not ride it in the school grounds or let other children ride their bike  

 

ICAS TESTING 2018 
2018 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) are Australian pen and paper tests 
which are completed in some schools under normal examination conditions. Parents may choose to have their 
child sit these tests as they give them experience of external exam conditions, provide some alternative 
information about their child’s strengths and highlight areas that may require more attention. These tests are 
for years 4 – 6 children only. 
The ICAS assessments will take place in the school between the 8th of May and the 14h of August. You may 
wish for your child to sit some or all of the following exams: Digital Technologies, Science, Writing, Spelling, 
English or Maths. The ICAS assessments will take place in our school on the following dates: 
Digital Technologies Tuesday 8th May, Science Tuesday 29th May, Writing & Spelling Wednesday 13th 
June,  English Tues 31st July, Maths Tues 14th August. 
Order forms may be collected from the school office and must be returned to the school office by: 
 Friday the 16th  March  (Week 7 ). Practice questions can be viewed online at: 
https://www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/icas/download-practice-questions 
Late entries cannot be accepted. 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES  
Holi Celebrations in the Bay – ‘Festival of Colours’ 
When : Saturday 3rd  March 2018 Time : 11am – 2.30pm   
Where : Blockhouse Bay Primary School Grounds 
Continuing our popular celebration of ‘Festival Of Colours’ from past years, we are going to celebrate it once 
again this year at the BHB Primary School grounds on Saturday 3rd March.  
Holi - Festival of events celebrated across Asia. This annual festival of fun and frolic is organized by parents of 
Blockhouse Bay Primary School students and will feature food, fun activities, music and dance.  
The organisers are putting together a fun filled event for the whole family. We will have entertainment and 
various fun activities for kids. Invite your family and friends to this event and enjoy a great day out.  
People of all ages and cultures can enjoy the celebrations.Colours and kids water pumps will be sold at the 
event. For further info, please contact : Roma Kaur on 0212639947 or Bo Singh on 6272145 or 021721545.  
Alternatively, you could email on : bhbevent@mail.com   
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Free Positive Parenting Programme for Chinese parents 
The Parenting Research Group at the University of Auckland investigates the effectiveness of the Triple P Parenting 
Program for Chinese immigrant parents.  We are looking for parents of a child between 5-9 years who want to 
enhance their child’s development and have some concerns about their child’s behaviour. Triple P is based on 30 
years of international research and has been shown to be effective with many different families. 
Parents will attend five 2-hour group sessions and three 20-minute telephone consultations. The programme will be 
facilitated by a trained Triple P practitioner. 
The programme is completely free of charge and includes helpful materials for you to keep. 
If you are interested in participating in the parenting programme, or would like further information, please contact 
Yun Wei on 022 038 5687 or 09 623 8899 ext.83042 or ywei034@aucklanduni.ac.nz. There will be a short phone 
interview to check eligibility for the study. 
 

免费正面管教课程 

奥克兰大学家庭管教研究小组正在开展一个关于小组正面管教课程对中国移民家长的有效性的研究。我们想要邀请孩子年龄在5-9岁，想要帮助孩子

更好的成长并且对孩子的行为有一些担忧的中国家长来参加我们的研究。正面管教课程有着30年全球研究基础，并且已被证明对不同的家庭都十分有

效。 

家长需要参加五节小组课每节2小时和三个20分钟的电话咨询。将会有一名获得认证的正面管教培训师指导家长学习该课程。 

该课程和课程中所提供的资料都是完全免费的！ 

如果您有兴趣参加本次正面管教课程，或者您想要更多的了解该课程，请和魏鋆联系：电话022 038 5687 或者09 23 8899 转83042，或者邮箱

ywei034@aucklanduni.ac.nz. 我们会对您进行一个简短的电话采访来确定您是否适合参加我们的课程。 

Approved by the University of Auckland Human Participants Ethics Committee on 03/04/2017 for three years. Reference Number 018916. 
 

WHAT NOW INVITATION 
Kia Ora from ‘On the Road!’ 
In 2018 What Now is hitting the road, broadcasting from a different community live every Sunday from 8am-10am. 
Kids (5-12yrs), families (including Mum & Dad), school classes, clubs & groups...you’re all invited to be part of our 
awesome live audience! ...it’s FREE and coming to YOUR community!!!! 
Here is your chance to try something new, maybe play games, get FOAMED or even GUNGED!!  Space is 
limited...don’t miss out! 
We will be in Titirangi on Sunday 25th February and you can register online at www.whatnow.tv/bonus/audience We 
can’t wait to see you! From the ‘What Now’ team! 
 
FREE BOOKS 
From time to time, businesses will run competitions which could well benefit 
schools if enough of their products are purchased. We cannot take part in all 
of them, so select those that we feel might benefit everyone involved.  
The following promotion is being run by Kellogg and parents are welcome to 
take part if they wish. This competition allows us to get free books. It runs 
from now until the end of March.  
Below are the steps to follow:  

 Step 1 - purchase any Kellogg product from New World with the Free 
Book artwork on it. 

 Step 2 - Register on https://freebooks.kelloggs.com (you’ll only need to do this once) 

 Step 3 - Upload your receipt 

 Step 4 - Select your school to receive the book pack 

You are done! Upload as many receipts as possible - each upload counts towards the school’s book pack numbers. 
Plus each receipt counts towards an e-Card for the registered person as well. 

FINE YOUNG ARTISTS 
After school art classes at schools around Auckland 
The school term is here and it's time to think about those extra activities your 
children do. Our After School Art Classes are now available for booking on our 
website www.fineyoungartists.co.nz or via kidactive www.kidactive.co.nz 
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