Thursday 13th September 2018

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whānau,
TERM THREE – 2018
‘One of the best Blockhouse Bay School shows ever’ was the
comment I received from lots of people last week about Lion
Fri 14th Sept
- Rimu Assembly 2pm
King Junior and it certainly was a highlight of the year for
Mon 17th Sept
- Class and Individual Photos
Tues 18th Sept - Class and Individual Photos
many. I am sure that parents, family members and friends
- Pōhutukawa Assembly 2:30pm
were as proud of the children as we were, as it was truly a
Mon 24th Sept
-Kauri Assembly 2.00pm
phenomenal achievement by everyone concerned. A big thank
Tues 25th Sept -Kōwhai Assembly 2.30pm
you to all of the adults who helped the children to shine and
Fri 28th Sept
-Term Three Ends - 3.00pm finish
especially to show directors Felicity Davies and Jasmin
Hansen-McKay and their team of teachers who worked
together to put together such a memorable occasion. I want to personally thank everyone for their patience and
understanding as we dealt with the postponement of Wednesday’s show and congratulate the children for the
resilience they showed in dealing with this set-back.
Included in this newsletter are details of the changes to school uniform which will be rolled out over the next few
months. We are really pleased to be able to respond to parent requests in this way and hope that everyone is happy
with the changes. I am sure you will all be pleased to see the cheaper prices for most of the uniform items!
Have a great week everyone.
Neil Robinson
Principal

WHAT TIME SHOULD CHILDREN ARRIVE AT SCHOOL IN THE MORNING
The best time for children to arrive at school each day is 8.30am as this gives them time to unpack their bag
and say hi to their friends and teacher. It also allows for a bit of a buffer in case something happens that can
make children a little late such as unexpected traffic.
We also ask parents to ensure that the children are not at school unsupervised before 8.15am. Teachers are often
in meetings or collecting resources before this time and so cannot be relied upon to be able to look after the
children. For some parents this is too late and we advise these people to organise before school care either with
other families or at the very popular Care For Kids providers – phone Els on 027 362 8494.

Fundraisers at Blockhouse Bay (FAB) News
School Carnival Saturday 24th November 10am-2pm - save the date!
Friday 28th September - MUFTI day and sausage sizzle
Bring $2 for a sausage and your item listed below for MUFTI. Please send an item instead of a gold coin for
MUFTI as these items are needed for our Carnival event.
MUFTI collection items:
Year 0-2 bring a bottle/jar/tin of food/body wash/shampoo/etc...
Year 3-4 bring a large chocolate block
Year 5-6 bring a large bottle of fizzy soft drink
If parents can help collect items from classes after drop off, and deliver them to the sports shed, it will be
much appreciated.
School holidays - start making jolly jars for the next MUFTI day!
Sunday 28th October 2-4pm - WHITE ELEPHANT DROP OFF
Have a clear out over the holidays and drop off all your unwanted but good condition books, toys, games,
homeware to the school pool on this date. NO ELECTRICAL ITEMS OR CLOTHES THIS YEAR THANKS.
We need stage acts for our Carnival stage.
If you know of any performing groups please email fab@blockhousebay.school.nz for further details.

Please email fab@blockhousebay.school.nz for further details.

Finally - does anyone know a DJ who would volunteer their time to MC our Carnival day in return for free
publicity and advertising? Email above.
Like our Facebook page - Blockhouse Bay Primary School FAB
PHOTOLIFE
Individual and Class Photos will be taken next Monday 17th September and Tuesday 18th September.
Please make sure your child is in the correct uniform for these. (No coloured socks, tights, jumpers, hair
bows etc.)
If you would like your school children to have a photo taken together, please come and collect a sibling form
from the office before next Monday. Children will receive a shoot key code to bring home soon after so that
you can order the photos online.
CONTACT DETAILS
If you have changed your address, phone numbers or email address, please ensure you inform the school
office. This helps us to contact you should the need arise with sickness, injury etc.
TRAINEE TEACHER
Next week we welcome back trainee teacher Ms Lua Taito to Room 2. Ms Taito worked at the school earlier
in the year and is very much looking forward to returning.

LOOKING FORWARD TO TERM FOUR
More details about next term will be out soon, but here are some of the highlights that will be important to
parents:
TEACHER ONLY DAY – Friday 16th November
On a Friday in November each year, we have a teacher only day to help our preparations for the following year’s teaching
and learning. Teachers come back to school in January anyway, but this helps us to get a head start on these plans.
Please note that this year’s teacher only day will be held on Friday 16th November.
The school stays open for an additional day in December to make up for this lost learning time.

MEETING FOR PARENTS OF YEAR 5 CHILDREN – SCHOOL CAMP 2019
We would like to meet with all parents of our current year 5 children on Wednesday 24th October at 7.00pm.
The meeting will last for around an hour and will introduce parents to what happens during these wonderful
learning experiences. Parents will be given the opportunity to ask questions during and after the meeting if
they prefer. Please make a note of this date if you have a child in Year 5 this year.

BLOCKHOUSE BAY SCHOOL GRADUATION CEREMONY
This important and popular event is scheduled to take place on the afternoon of Tuesday 11th December.
Parents of year 6 children in particular are asked to make a note of this date.

HOLIDAY PROGRAMME IDEAS
Although this activity is for older children, we thought we would still advertise it for older siblings.
Drowning Prevention Auckland’s FREE SPLASH Break-Away holiday programme is back these October school
holiday’s. Splash Break-Away is a free holiday programme that is funded by “Oranga Tamariki Ministry of Children”. It is an
aquatic based holiday programme strictly aimed towards children who are 11-17year olds. The week includes a variety of
activities including: water safety, snorkelling, by stander rescues, swimming skills, safe boating programme, waterpolo and
many more aquatic games.
Splash Break-Away will run during the first week of the school holidays 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th October Mon-Thurs. We are
running the programme at Manurewa Pool & Leisure,Franklin Pool & Leisure, Mount Albert Aquatic Centre. The
programme will begin at 9am and finish at 2.30pm daily. The programme is completely free and includes lunch. If you
would like to register your child/children please click on the registration
link: https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4493772/SPLASH-Break-Away-October-2018-Registration
Website: http://www.watersafe.org.nz/family-communities/programmes-and-support/splash/

CARE 4 KIDZ SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
An Enrolment Form is available from our Supervisor, daily between 2:45 and 6:00 in the Technology Room.
Sorry, no enrolments are accepted after Friday 20 September.
For further information please ring Els on 027 3628494"
KORERO ABOUT THE FUTURE OF MAORI EDUCATION
This year Te Tāhuhu o Te Mātauranga would like to invite our Māori whānau to an Auckland Central wananga.
The purpose of this wananga is to collect the voice of Māori about education.
The ‘collective voice’ gathered from this wananga is part of the broader Education review underway.
Te Tāhuhu o Te Mātauranga is running wananga for Māori throughout the Auckland region to get their views on:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Cultural responsiveness: Values, identity, language and culture
Effective engagement with whānau
Te Reo Māori in education
What are the values, aspirations of the whānau of your Māori tamariki / rangatahi?
Best practice and education for Māori?

Tuesday 18th September 2018

6.30-8.30pm

Western Springs College school hall

Changes to the Blockhouse Bay Primary School Uniform
Why are we making some changes?
Early this year we published the survey results regarding what people felt about the school
uniform. Overall, people like the concept of having uniforms but there were concerns around cost,
fading and quality, accessibility for purchasing, the darkness of the uniform and the style of the long
pants. Some people also felt there was too much variation and standardisation would improve the overall
presentation of our uniform. We have attempted to address these issues as much as possible. The Board of
Trustees have reviewed the feedback and have made the following decisions about the uniform. These changes
will be phased in from Term 4 2018. The decisions are:

Uniform Changes
Cost: We have researched other supply options and have been able to negotiate
some of our uniform items at reduced prices. The new prices will take effect from
Thursday 13th September. See back page
New polo: A new lighter coloured polo will be introduced to replace the current navy
polo. This will be available from late November 2018 onwards. All previously
purchased navy school uniform shirts with the new logo will be able to be
worn until the end of 2024.
New style pants and shorts: A new style of shorts and long pants will
replace the current style as we use up current stock. These are less
expensive and the pants are a better fit than our current style.
Black Leggings, Tights and Tops Only: Children are allowed to wear items underneath the
uniform for greater warmth. From the beginning of 2019, only black tights, leggings or long
sleeve tops will be able to be worn under the school uniform. Socks are to be plain black or white, with no
stripes. Hair-ties are to be black or white.
Other Uniform Items: The girls white blouse will be phased out as low purchase numbers means it is no longer
viable. The hat, skort and polar fleece jacket will remain the same.
Phasing out ‘Old Logo’ Uniform: As you are aware children are allowed to wear previously purchased ‘old
logo’ uniforms until the end of 2019.
Online Purchase of uniform: The last day uniform can be purchased at school is Friday 21st
September. From the first day of Term 4, 2018, Monday 15th October the Blockhouse Bay Primary
School uniform will only be available from this website: www.argyleonline.co.nz and will no longer
be able to be purchased from the school office. Uniform will not be able to be purchased between
the 22nd September and the 15th October. This will assist in further reducing the cost for parents. The only
exception is school hats which will be available to purchase at the school office as well as on the website. Office
staff will assist parents who cannot order items online.
Questions and Concerns: If you have any questions or concerns please contact Elizabeth Crisp, Associate
Principal. Email: elizabethc@blockhousebay.school.nz

UNIFORM PRICES
AS OF

13TH SEPTEMBER 2018

