
18th August 2021

Dear Parents and Whānau,

As you are aware, we are now all in Alert Level 4 following a person being identified with
COVID-19 and who has been in the Auckland and Coromandel communities while believed to
be infectious. At the time of writing this letter, there are now 5 confirmed cases in Auckland, all
of whom are close contacts of the first case. This means that our school will not be open onsite
for any students until further notice. This is likely to last for 7 days or more.

It is really important we do everything we can to keep our community safe. Alert Level 4 means
we need to stay home in our bubbles and avoid any travelling as much as possible.
Supermarkets, pharmacies, food banks and other essential services will be open – but
remember to wear a face covering if you are out and about (even a scarf wrapped around your
mouth and nose will help). Check in using the NZ COVID Tracer App wherever you go and
please also keep a distance from people you don’t know and wash your hands well and often,
especially before and after using any public facilities.

We have been instructed by the government not to return to school to distribute learning packs
or devices until further notice. We will let you know when we are able to do this as we do know
how helpful these can be.

In this letter, we have included information on:
● Distance Learning Plans for each level
● Home Learning Television
● How to get help from school
● Locations of potential exposure

Distance learning plan - starting Thursday 19th August

Rooms 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15 (Rimu and Kauri)
● Online Learning will be shared via Google Classroom. The children are in the

middle of studying “Bodies and How They Work”. They will continue following this
plan for Thursday and Friday.

● Learning is provided in Inquiry, Writing, Reading, Maths and Physical Activities.
● Children will also get a ‘Can Do’ Activity Sheet with further options should they

need them
● If you need support with passwords please email your child’s teacher.

Alternatively, email office@blockhousebay.school.nz and they will help.
● Teachers will be connecting with children and families to provide help if it is

needed, either on google classroom, on the phone or through video calling using
Zoom from Thursday

mailto:office@blockhousebay.school.nz


Rooms 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 (Pōhutukawa and Kōwhai)
● Online Learning will be shared with parents on Hero. Please click on the

attachment to find the activities for the day.
● Learning is provided as a Morning Mission, Writing, Reading, Maths and Physical

Activities. Choices are provided for children and families. You do not need to do
everything.

● You will also receive a ‘Hot Tips for Parents’ sheet
● Children will also get an ‘Can Do’ Activity Sheet for the week with further options

should they need them
● Each day parents are asked to post some of their child’s learning on the Hero

‘Sharing our Online Learning’ page. Here are video instructions on how to do this.
How to do using Web Browser
How To Do Using App

● If you need support with passwords please email your child’s teacher.
Alternatively, email office@blockhousebay.school.nz and they will help.

● Teachers will be connecting with children and families to provide help if it is
needed, via email, either on the phone or through video calling using Zoom.

Home learning television - from the MInistry of Education
This will be available on TVNZ On Demand throughout the lockdown period. There will be
content for parents and whānau with preschool children and tamariki, and lessons for those
aged 5 to 15 years of age will cover a broad curriculum that includes movement, music, physical
education, wellbeing, numeracy, literacy and science through an integrated approach to
curriculum.

How to get help from school?
If you have any questions or concerns about Online Learning or anything else, please email
office@blockhousebay.school.nz and one of our staff will respond to this as soon as possible.

Locations of potential exposure
There is a list of locations the confirmed case has visited while they were considered to be
infectious. If you were at one of those locations and at the same time as specified on the
website, then please follow the relevant instructions to isolate and potentially to get tested.
Please keep checking that webpage as new locations may be identified over time.
Our focus as always will be to support the learning, safety and wellbeing of our rangatahi and
tamariki and we continue to be here to support you as well.

Please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s kaiako (teacher), if there is something you need
assistance with.

Ngā mihi (Thank you)

Neil Robinson Elizabeth Crisp
Principal Associate Principal

https://youtu.be/MVMHQQYAd-M
https://youtu.be/53nxVkw9RpE
mailto:office@blockhousebay.school.nz
mailto:office@blockhousebay.school.nz
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-health-advice-public/contact-tracing-covid-19/covid-19-contact-tracing-locations-interest

