
Tuesday 17th August

Dear Parents and Whānau

The government has informed us that the country will be going into Alert Level 4 effective from
11.59pm tonight and for Auckland this is for 7 days initially. This means that our school will be
closed for at least the next 7 days. No one will be allowed onto the school site over this time and
all gates will be locked.

Given this late announcement, tomorrow, staff will be supporting their own families and
preparing for the Online Learning which will be in place for Thursday and Friday of this week
and into next week and beyond if necessary.

We are very much aware that for some of our families, Online Learning will be a new experience
so we are giving everyone quite a lot of information that for some people, they might already
know.

In this newsletter is information about:

● Learning Packs and Devices
● Online Learning
● Home Learning Television
● How to get help
● How can the school ‘mark the roll’ when children are not at school?

Learning Packs and Devices

We have not yet been advised whether or not staff are able to come to school to finalise the
learning packs and prepare devices for distribution. This information will be provided to
everyone as soon as we have been told.

Online Learning - starting Thursday 19th August

Rooms 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15 (Rimu and Kauri)
● Online Learning will be shared via Google Classroom. The children are in the

middle of studying “Bodies and How They Work”. They will continue following this
plan for Thursday and Friday.

● Learning is provided in Inquiry, Writing, Reading, Maths and Physical Activities.
● Children will also get another ‘Can Do’ Activity Sheet with further options should

they need them
● If you need support with passwords please email your child’s teacher
● Teachers will be connecting with children and families to provide help if it is

needed, either on google classroom, on the phone or through video calling using
Zoom



Rooms 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25 (Pōhutukawa and Kōwhai)
● Online Learning will be shared with parents on Hero. Please click on the

attachment to find the activities for the day.
● Learning is provided as a Morning Mission, Writing, Reading, Maths and Physical

Activities. Choices are provided for children and families. You do not need to do
everything.

● You will also receive a ‘Hot Tips for Parents’ sheet
● Children will also get an ‘Can Do’ Activity Sheet for the week with further options

should they need them
● Each day parents are asked to post some of their child’s learning on the Hero

‘Sharing our Online Learning’ page. Here are video instructions on how to do this.
How to do using Web Browser
How To Do Using App

● Teachers will be connecting with children and families to provide help if it is
needed, via email, either on the phone or through video calling using Zoom.

Home learning television - from the MInistry of Education
This will be available on TVNZ On Demand throughout the lockdown period. There will be
content for parents and whānau with preschool children and tamariki, and lessons for those
aged 5 to 15 years of age will cover a broad curriculum that includes movement, music, physical
education, wellbeing, numeracy, literacy and science through an integrated approach to
curriculum.

How to get help from school?
If you have any questions or concerns about Online Learning or anything else, please email
office@blockhousebay.school.nz and one of our staff will respond to this as soon as possible.

How can the school ‘mark the roll’ when children are not at school?
The Ministry of Education has informed us that they want teachers to ‘mark the roll’ each day
and in the previous lockdowns, almost all of our children enjoyed the learning activities that
were provided. Teachers will make a judgement on whether or not each child has engaged in
the learning provided on that day.

We want to acknowledge the additional pressures created by having children at home full time,
especially while quite a lot of parents and whānau are attempting to do their own work from
home and this of course includes quite a lot of teachers as well. We believe that it is up to
parents to decide how much time their child is engaged in the learning that is provided from
school. If children are not engaging in the learning, teachers will contact parents to ask if they
can help in any way, but no further action will be taken by the school if parents have decided
that their children are not able to take part in aspects of the Online Learning.

Please keep in contact with your child’s teacher if you feel that we need to know something or
we can help in any way.

This country moved swiftly and decisively into previous lockdowns and this has kept us all safe
up until now. We wish to recommend to everyone that they follow the Lockdown rules and work
once again as a team of 5 million. We will keep you all updated in the days and weeks ahead.

Thanks everyone.

Neil Robinson Elizabeth Crisp
Principal Associate Principal

https://youtu.be/MVMHQQYAd-M
https://youtu.be/53nxVkw9RpE
mailto:office@blockhousebay.school.nz

