
 

 
 

8th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Whānau, 
 
I hope you are all well and continuing to cope with the extra challenges that we are all facing. We have 
seen some wonderful learning going on and I know that the children will be benefiting from your support. 
 
At 4.00pm on Monday 11th May, the Prime Minister will tell us whether or not we will be changing Alert 
Levels and when this will take place. If it is a change to Alert Level 2, our first day under this at school 
under this arrangement will be Monday18th May.  
 
Under Alert Level 2 our school will be open for learning for all children. The exceptions to this are 
those with compromised immunity or those at higher risk if they contract Covid 19 as well as 
those who have a cold, flu or other sickness/injury. 
 
This email will provide you with information about the actions we will take to help your child/children to be 
as safe as possible under Alert Level 2. It will also give you some details about changes you can expect 
which will ensure we can follow the Public Health Requirements for schools. (Please see the attachment 
for details) 
 
In this email is information on: 

• What the Ministry of Health has told us about children and Covid -19 
• Public Health Requirements for schools and how will our school follow them 
• How you can prepare your child for a return to school 
• Differences parents and whānau will see at school 
• Information about the Blockhouse Bay Public Library 
• Teacher Only Day on 29th May 
• Information needed from you so we can plan for Alert level 2 

 
What the experts say about Covid-19 and children 
The advice from the Ministry of Health is that children very rarely catch the Covid-19 and if they do, they 
do not get very sick. They also believe that it is very unlikely that they will pass it on to anyone else. As 
described by Dr Payinda in his NZ Herald article, “Covid's not measles or chickenpox, it doesn't hang in 
the air for hours waiting to infect passers-by. It travels on invisible drops of spit. You don't have to cross 
the street to avoid anyone. Just avoid getting in their 'moist breath' zone”. We all just need to remember 
to have some breathing space at Alert Level 2! 
 
This means that we need to prevent adults from passing it to each other whilst at the same time, doing 
everything we can to help prevent any possible spread amongst the children. We will therefore be taking 
a number of precautionary measures for the time being, so everyone needs to be prepared for the fact 
that this will be inconvenient for us all. (see later in this email for details) 
 
Public Health Requirements in schools and how will our school follow them? 

1. Enabling good hygiene practices – regular washing and drying of hands and good cough and 
sneeze etiquette remain fundamental to preventing spread of illness such as colds, flu and 
COVID-19 

• The school has undergone a complete clean both inside and outside of every building 
including all of the playgrounds 

• We have purchased a large amount of cleaning products such as hand sanitiser, 
disinfectant and disposable cleaning cloths 

• We have established regular and frequent cleaning responsibilities to ensure that our 
school is as germ free as possible 

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12328678


2. Ensuring people with COVID-19 symptoms stay away from school 
• We ask all children with high temperatures, coughs and runny noses to stay home from 

school 
• If children come to school with these conditions, we will send them home 

3. Maintaining physical distancing where practicable - in schools at Alert Level 2 this means  
            children, young people, and staff maintaining a physical distance so that they are not breathing  
            on or touching each other (there is no minimum distance requirement for schools at Alert Level 2) 

• We will encourage children to stay a ‘wingspan’ (about one metre) away from each other 
• We know that younger children may find this hard but we will kindly support and remind 

them 

4. Keeping track of people that enter your school – through your attendance register, timetable and  
            visitor register. 

• We have established systems for recording attendance each day 
• We have a Visitor Register and have implemented a Contact Tracing Register which 

records the details of anyone who is on the school site. 
• We will ask all parents and whānau to drop off and pick up their children at one of the 

school gates where staff will meet and greet them (We will provide more details about this 
next week) 

• We will ask all parents and whānau to contact the school office by email if they need to 
speak to school staff 

 

 
How can you prepare your child for a return to school? 
It would be helpful if parents could explain to children some things about school when they come back. 
This includes: 

• Children will be in their normal class with their normal teacher 
• Learning in classes will be going on as normal 
• Children will be able to play with their friends in the playground 
• Children will be allowed on the playgrounds 
• Children need to wash their hands often and cover up coughs and sneezes 
• Children will be asked to keep a safe distance (We call it a wingspan -about 1 metre) from each 

other wherever possible 
• Children will not be able to visit other classes unless they are with their teacher 
• Children will need to use hand sanitiser everytime they enter their classroom 
• Parents and whānau will not be coming on to the school grounds and will be dropping them at the 

gate 
• Our new play space is being installed! 
• It will be fun! 

 

 
Differences parents and whānau will see at school 
There will be no Assemblies and larger gatherings at school until further notice. 
 
School Drop off and Pick up 

• Parents who are bringing their children to school will not be permitted to come on to the school 
grounds. They will need to drop and collect their children at or near one of our gates and this will 
be supervised by staff members (Exceptions to this may be parents of our new students or in 
discussion with our school leaders) 

• Staff members will be at the school gates to meet and greet the children and when needed to 
take children to their class 

• Next week we will be asking parents which gate they would like to collect their child(ren) from so 
that we can organise a safe dismissal for the children each day while maintaining physical 
distance.  

• All gates will be locked during the day so we know can record who is on the school grounds at all 
times (This is a Public Health requirement) 

• We will be providing more detail about Drop off and Pick up routines next week 



Lateness and Picking up and Dropping off during the school day 
• Gates will be locked at 8.50am 
• If your child is late please come to the Yellow gate next to Room 9 on Gill Crescent and text the 

number on the gate and we will come and let your child in 
• If you need to drop off or collect your child during the school day, please come to the office 

entrance from the staff car park on Gill Crescent and the office staff will assist you (please do not 
park in the staff carpark as this is used for couriers and contractors) 

• We will record the name and contact details of parents and whānau who do come on the school 
grounds so contact tracing can take place if required 

 
Contact with teachers and other school staff 

• If you wish to contact any member of staff, please contact the teacher through email or the office 
by 6279940 or office@blockhousebay.school.nz 

• School staff will then be in contact to arrange a time to meet with you.  

 
Our thoughts go out to the Marist College community for what they have been through over the last 
couple of months. The last thing we want is to have this happen to the Blockhouse Bay School 
community and so for the time-being, we will need to go to quite unusual lengths to keep people apart. 
As the Prime Minister says, ‘Covid loves congregations’. 
 
Blockhouse Bay Public Library 
There is a chance that the local public library may open under Alert Level 2 but they are likely to have 
very strict rules around this. There will probably be limits around the number of people in the library and 
the amount of time people can be there. This means that no unaccompanied children will be allowed at 
the library after school. This also extends to other public spaces such as the grassed area in front of the 
library. All children must be supervised by an adult after school.  
 
Teacher Only Day - Postponed 
Our next teacher only day during the term was scheduled for Friday 29th May. We do not feel that it is 
fair to parents and whānau to have yet another day when we ask you to have your children at home and 
so we will postpone this to a future date. If parents have plans to be away with their children on this day, 
please feel free to stick to these plans as we understand that this is short notice.  
 
Information needed from you so we can plan for Alert level 2 
As soon as an announcement is made to move to Alert Level 2, we will send parents an Online form so 
they can provide information to help us prepare. This will include: 

• Confirming whether your child will be coming to school (or not) 
• Letting us know if you have a child who is vulnerable to serious illness and would therefore like to 

discuss a plan for them 
• Details about how your child/ren will travel to and from school 
• Which gate your family uses 
• If your child/ren will be attending Before or After School Care 
• An opportunity to ask questions or share concerns 

 
More details will be provided next week about school under Alert Level 2. If you have any questions 
about this at this time, feel free to email your question to office@blockhousebay.school.nz and one of our 
staff will respond to this as soon as possible. 
 
Thanks everyone. Have a great weekend. 
 

Neil Robinson      Elizabeth Crisp 
Principal      Associate Principal  
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