
4th November 2021

Dear Parents and Whānau,

BLOCKHOUSE BAY PRIMARY WOULD LIKE TO WISH YOU ALL A HAPPY DIWALI.
We know that the celebrations for this would have been really affected by the lockdown this
year, but we hope that our families were still able to recognise this important date in their
annual calendar.

In this letter we will have information on:
● When will be having the advertised Teacher Only Day?
● When will we know if onsite school will start this year?
● What do I do if I need my child(ren) to come to school?

Teacher Only Day
Last week I mentioned that the government has given us an indication that primary aged
children might be able to return to school in some way, on or soon after, Monday 15th
November. We had previously advertised that we were having a teacher only day on Friday
19th November but we do not want to start school and then ask parents to have their
children at home again just a few days later.

For this reason we are moving our Teacher Only Day to Friday12th November which
is Friday of next week.

For most families, this will not affect you that much as your children are at home anyway.
The only difference will be that teachers will not be available to interact with your children in
any way on Friday 12th November.

If you would normally be having your children in a Bubble Class on this day, we request that
you have them looked after by someone on this day. However, because of the short notice, if
you cannot find someone to look after them, you will be able to send them to school as
normal. Please let us know by 11am on Tuesday 9th November if your child is usually in a
Bubble Class at school and you would like them to come on Friday 12th November.
office@blockhousebay.school.nz

On the Teacher Only Day, the staff will be carrying out administrative tasks that will ensure
that the rest of the school year runs smoothly.



When will we know if onsite school will start this year?
My understanding is that this decision will be relayed to us all on the afternoon of Tuesday
9th November. They will either give us a date then, or will provide more information about
when this decision will be reviewed.

The government has indicated to us that when we are coming back to school, children could
well be ‘rostered on’ to certain days so that not all of them will be here together. The system
is currently being used by a number of Auckland high schools and is also common
overseas. We certainly hope that this would be a temporary solution but this too is a
government decision. What ever is announced next week, we will update you as soon as we
can after this with how it will affect Blockhouse Bay School.

You can be reassured that any decisions about bringing more children and staff onsite, will
be done in accordance with strict public health guidance.

What do I do if I need my child(ren) to come to school and join a Bubble Class?
If your child needs to come to school because there is no one to look after them please let
us know as soon as possible. We have limited spaces and we need to know this information
so that we can make sure there are enough staff to operate each bubble. Note that Bubble
Class staff have to have a negative Covid test result so there is always a delay in opening
up new classes while we wait for these results to come back.

If you have any questions or comments, please email office@blockhousebay.school.nz
and we will respond as soon as we can.

Kind Regards

Ngā mihi nui, 

Neil Robinson Elizabeth Crisp
Principal Associate Principal


