
 22nd October 2021 

 Dear Parents and Whānau, 

 Announcements from the government today included that school will not be ‘coming back’ 
 until all three District Health Board areas in Auckland have reached 90% of eligible people 
 having received their second vaccination. This is likely to be mid-late November at the 
 earliest. The government does not feel it is safe enough for us to resume and while we 
 might want to have the children return, they do need to ensure that the children and adults 
 will be ok. Online learning will continue then for the children at home and the few children 
 that are in bubble classes at home. 

 The message from the Government is clear: the sooner we all get double vaccinated, the 
 sooner the children can come back to school and that more adults will be allowed to enjoy 
 their social pastimes as well - cinemas, libraries, restaurants etc. 

 Thank you to those parents who have let us know that their children need to come to school 
 next week as this has made our preparations much easier. If your situation at home changes 
 and your child(ren) need to come to school, please contact us with as much notice as 
 possible so that we can arrange a spot for them.  office@blockhousebay.school.nz  If you 
 already have let us know you do not need to contact us again. 

 Scholastic Book Club 
 A number of our families enjoy purchasing books from this company and we usually 
 organise this from school. We cannot do this currently so have enclosed the latest 
 information for you in case you wish to make a purchase. 
 Welcome to Term 4 and a Special Home Edition of Book Club! 
 While we are currently schooling from home, we’ve created a special digital catalogue to help 
 families stay inspired to read and learn. It's jam-packed with bonus Christmas pages and the 
 best of the best books of 2021! 

 This issue is available by viewing the  catalogue online  and placing an order on the  LOOP 
 platform  . All orders will be delivered directly to the home! 
 Free home delivery for orders over $35 

mailto:office@blockhousebay.school.nz
https://www.scholastic.co.nz/media/5721/book-club-student-issue-7-2021.pdf
https://mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz/Parent/Login.aspx
https://mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz/Parent/Login.aspx


 Online Safety 
 This is of course something we teach and reinforce at school but it is quite difficult to do this 
 from a distance. We do follow up with parents when things happen that we think they should 
 know about and these include inappropriate internet searches, unmonitored use of chat 
 rooms and children on their devices late at night. Note that we only know about this when 
 children are using their school log on and if they have their own google accounts, we cannot 
 access this at all. 
 We strongly urge all parents to engage with their children about their online activity and to 
 read this resource which provides excellent advice and information. 
 Netsafe Online Parent Toolkit 

 Parent's Online Workshop: Tools to help you support your child's mental and 
 emotional wellbeing 
 This information has been sent to us and might be of interest to some of our parents so we 
 are passing it on to you all. 

 I wanted to let you know that due to the success and popularity of the online parent 
 workshops I ran in September, I'm going to be doing another one on Wednesday 3rd 
 November. 

 To make it easier to get tickets, this time I've set up an event in Eventbrite and parents can 
 simply click on the link  to purchase a ticket and you will be automatically sent the Zoom link. 
 Wednesday, 3rd November. 7.30pm - 8.30pm. For more information go to 
 www.thehappinessclub.co.nz  or email  jo@thehappinessclub.co.nz  . Tickets via Eventbrite 
 https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/the-happiness-club-parents-workshop-tickets-192657733467 

 All the feedback from the 4 workshops in September was either 'Very good' or 'Excellent' 
 with some great feedback such as: 
 “You could relate to everything spoken about and a simple technique or feeling could 
 change the outcome of a situation.” 

 “Some great ideas that can be used both in the class and at home - really great you are 
 offering this for parents.” 

 “Thank you Jo for an amazing session, I learnt a lot of how to process and deal with 
 situations from a different angel. Oh and the tummy breathing exercise is awesome thank 
 you.” 

 “The energy from the speaker + the engagement + the informative content.” 

 We will send out another parent update next week once we have processed the information 
 that the Government and Ministry of Education has provided us with. 

 If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact us on 
 office@blockhousebay.school.nz  and we will respond to you as soon as we can. 
 We hope that you have a very enjoyable long weekend. 

 Ngā mihi nui,  

 Neil Robinson  Elizabeth Crisp 
 Principal  Associate Principal 

https://www.netsafe.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Online-Safety-Parent-Toolkit-2020.pdf
http://www.thehappinessclub.co.nz/
mailto:jo@thehappinessclub.co.nz
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/the-happiness-club-parents-workshop-tickets-192657733467
mailto:office@blockhousebay.school.nz

