
11th November 2021

Dear Parents and Whānau,

When we went into Lockdown#5 in August, I am sure that not many would have predicted school
restarting as late as November, but here we are. Yesterday, the Prime Minister announced that primary
schools can reopen on Wednesday 17th November, but only with Public Health measures in place. This
letter outlines what these Public Health measures are and what steps Blockhouse Bay Primary School
will be carrying out to ensure that we comply with these guidelines and keep everyone as safe as we
can.

● What are the Public Health Measures in place for returning to school?
● When can my child(ren) come to school?
● Challenging decisions for Parents and Whānau
● Further information will be provided tomorrow

What are the Public Health Measures in place for returning to school?
● School staff have met the requirements to be vaccinated
● Staff returning to school will have had a negative Covid test
● If a child or staff member is sick, they have to stay at home and seek medical advice
● Required cleaning and hygiene protocols are in place
● Children will be in a ‘Class Bubble’ taught by their usual teacher/s
● Only a limited number of children can be at school in each ‘Class Bubble’ at any one time
● Class Bubbles will not intermingle with other groups, inside or outside (wherever practicable)
● Classrooms will be well ventilated and children will engage in outside learning regularly
● Masks will be worn by Year 4 - 6 students and teachers
● Parents and whānau will not be able to come on the school grounds apart from certain

circumstances (e.g. for children starting school for the first time) and will have to wear a face
covering

● Parents and whānau should wear face coverings when dropping off and picking up students from
school and remain distanced from the school as much as possible.

When can my child(ren) come to school?
The children will be split into two groups and will come to school on different days

○ Group A - Children who have brothers and sisters who come to Blockhouse Bay School +
a small group of others

○ Group B - Children who do not have brothers and sisters at Blockhouse Bay School
○ In addition to this, children who have no-one to look after them at home, are permitted to

send their children to school each day. Please email us to let us know as soon as
possible. office@blockhousebay.school.nz.



Blockhouse Bay School Attendance Timetable

Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 &9

Group A
Children who have
brothers & sisters at
BHB Primary

Wed 17 Nov Mon 22 Nov
Tue 23 Nov
Wed 24 Nov

Mon 29 Nov
Tues 30 Nov

To be advisedWeek 5 Week 6 Week 7

Group B
Children who do not
have brothers &
sisters at BHB Primary

Thurs 18th Nov
Fri 19th Nov

Thurs 25th Nov
Fri 26th Nov

Wed1st Dec
Thurs 2nd Dec
Fri 3rd Dec

Challenging Decision for all parents and whānau
We fully acknowledge that a number of our parents will be unsure whether or not they should send their
children back to school this year. We believe that this is totally your decision to make and we will not be
trying to convince you one way or the other. What we can say is that the government believes that we
can make the school environment as safe as possible and we as a staff are totally committed to making
this happen.

We will continue to provide online learning for children who are not physically at school each day. We will
point out however that this might not be as well supported as it has been as the staff will also be teaching
the children in their classes at school.

Further Information will be provided tomorrow
We will send out a Hero post to Group A and B tomorrow with more information on things such as
dropping off and picking up arrangements and what time your children will be finishing school each day.

We will also include ideas about what you might say to the children about coming back to school.

We understand that parents might have questions about this matter so please feel free to email us at
office@blockhousebay.school.nz and we will respond as soon as we can.

Kind Regards

Neil Robinson Elizabeth Crisp
Principal Associate Principal


