
24th November 2021

Dear Parents and Whānau,

The following information outlines what we will be doing for assessment and reporting this year,
firstly in summary form and then in more detail.

Changes to assessment and reporting information in 2021
due to Lockdown

Summary
Limitations in Lockdown

● It has not been possible for teachers to follow the normal assessment and reporting
timetable while we have been in Lockdown.

● Therefore, teacher judgements about progress against Curriculum Expectations in
Reading, Writing and Mathematics (Hero Graphs) have not been able to be made. Hero
graphs will therefore be turned off until they can be updated in 2022.

● Ongoing Goal setting and Hero posts about particular Learning Areas have not been
able to be made.

Reporting in December 2021
● Teachers will write a Summary Comment about your child’s learning since August

which will be posted on Hero on Friday 10th December.
● Parents are asked to share information with the 2022 teacher in a Hero Post and/or a

Google Doc. This is entirely optional and more details will be provided.
● Meet the Family Conferences will be held next year on Tuesday 1st February (we are

hoping in person) for children, parents and whānau and teachers to share information
and set goals.

● If children are leaving Blockhouse Bay Primary School, we will share 2021 mid year
information with new schools including Intermediate schools.

More information about these decisions is provided below.

Assessment and Reporting
At this time of the year ongoing assessment and reporting information would be nearing
completion for children and whānau. With everything that has gone on over the last 5 months,
we have needed to make significant changes to our usual procedures throughout the half year.



Hero Posts and Summative Comments
Assessment and reporting to parents and whānau at Blockhouse Bay Primary School is usually
ongoing with Hero posts being made regularly throughout the year across different Learning
Areas. Goals are updated with children regularly and achievement is linked to the Learning
Posts. We also regularly update children’s progress against expected Curriculum level graphs,
using a combination of Assessment information and close observation of the children. In
addition twice a year we also make a summative comment which is posted on the 2021 Report
page.

Reporting to Parents - what has happened this year so far?
We last reported on Hero to children and whānau in July and since then, have only had 3 full
weeks at school with all the children. Since our return to school our priority has been supporting
the wellbeing of the children and ensuring the adherence to the significant public health
requirements. Accurately assessing children at home was not possible and we have therefore
not been able to post specifically in Learning Areas or update children’s progress against
expected curriculum levels for the end of the year. This means that there will be a very limited
amount of progress information provided.

It also means that the graphs on Hero are now out-of-date and so we will be taking them down
from Hero at the end of this week. In 2022 we will undertake accurate assessment and
observations and then the graphs will be reset. We will let you know when these graphs are live
again.

We also want to acknowledge that you will have gained much insight into your child’s learning
which will be invaluable to teachers as we return to school in 2022.  Therefore we want to ask
you to partner with us to gather information about your child’s learning in 2021 and will let you
know about how this will happen below.

End of Year Reporting 2021- A partnership between Teachers and Parents
This will take place in the following ways:

1. Teachers will share about your child’s successes, engagement and some learning with
parents in a Hero post.

2. We would like invite parents and whānau and children to celebrate learning and share
information about this with teachers

3. 2022: Meet the Family Interviews (We are hoping this can take place in person)

How will this happen?
Teachers

● Teachers will post an End of Year summary comment on Hero. The comment will
celebrate children’s successes in 2021 including engagement with Online Learning this
half year. Where possible teachers will include information about learning attributes or
progress. This will be posted on Hero on Friday 10th December.



Parents
● Hero Post: Children and Parents are invited to make a post on the page Hero - Sharing

our Online Learning. Many parents have been posting on Hero during Lockdown and we
will provide guidelines for those who have not done this before.

● Google Form: Parents will be invited to share their insights confidentially to the child’s
2022 teacher
Please note that both the Hero Post and Google Form are completely optional

Together
● Meet the Family Conferences These will take place on Tuesday 1st February and

parents and whānau will be able to book a time for their conference. Children, Parents
and Teachers will meet one another and discuss the information shared. Together they
decide on goals for 2022.

Children leaving Blockhouse Bay Primary School including Year 6 children
For children who are moving on to other schools including those going to Intermediate, we will
discuss the assessment data gathered in the first half of 2021 and other observations we have
been able to make during the period of Online Learning with new schools.

Class Placements for 2022
We have made a number of changes to the school’s organisation next year so that as many
children as possible could have the same teacher. Other children have been placed carefully  to
also provide a very smooth start to 2022. We feel that together this will give them the best
possible opportunity to ‘hit the ground running’ at the start of the new year.

On Friday 10th December, the children will find out their class placement for 2022. The teachers
will walk them around the school so that they can see their new room and in most cases, meet
their new teacher. Children who are not at school will have the opportunity to meet their teacher
via a class Zoom.

Thank you  for getting to the end of this long update. If you have any questions regarding any of
these details, please email us at office@blockhousebay.school.nz and we will get back to you.

Kind Regards

Neil Robinson Elizabeth Crisp
Principal Associate Principal


