
 
Dear Parents and Whānau, 
 
We hope that you are all well in your bubbles and are enjoying your extra time together.  
 
We are about to enter a new phase of education in New Zealand and your teachers have been 
working hard to support your children’s holiday activities and to prepare for the Online Learning 
which starts next Wednesday 15th April.  
 
We want to acknowledge the additional pressures created by having children at home full time, 
especially while quite a lot of parents and whānau are attempting to do their own work from 
home and this of course includes quite a lot of teachers as well. This is as new for you as it is 
for us and it is quite possible that there will be some initial hiccups along the way. Please keep 
in contact with your child’s teacher if you feel that we need to know something or we can help in 
any way.  
 
In this email we will be covering: 

● Staffing 
● Important Dates 
● What do we expect parents and other family members to do? 
● What parents, whānau and children can expect 
● Who is taking part in the learning? 
● Home Learning Television 
● How can the school ‘mark the roll’ when children are not at school? 

 
Staffing 

● Melinda Narayan is expecting her baby soon and is now on parental leave. In place of 
Melinda we have two of our experienced teachers. Faye Redell will be teaching R20 on 
Wednesdays. Sally Kilpatrick will be in R21 on Fridays. 

● While Online Learning is happening some staff will be teaching in other teams as well as 
their normal positions. Sally Kilpatrick, Bronwyn Woodward and Stacy McIvor will also be 
supporting in Kōwhai classes. Claire Shultz and Jan Llewell will be supporting Rimu 
classes. Julia Digby and Claire Shultz will be supporting Kauri classes. 

 
Important Dates 
Thursday 9th April: Today, teachers will email information to you for Online Learning e.g. 
logins and passwords. Please let us know if you require more information or if you know of 
anyone who does not receive this information by Friday morning.  
Wednesday 15th April: Teachers will send out your child’s Online Learning programme by 
9.00am. Teachers will be engaging with their class from this time. 
Thursday 23rd April:  At this point, the MOE is advising that schools might open on this date, 
although this is not confirmed. We will update you all on an official opening date when we have 
this information. 
 



What Do We Expect Parents and other family members to do? 
The government has told us that school starts on the 15th April and it would be helpful if parents 
and whānau could assist their children to set up for and take part in the range of educational 
experiences that will be provided. However, we also know that these are challenging times and 
not all families will be in a position to support their children through this process. We certainly do 
not want to add to the pressure that families are under and recommend that parents engage 
their children in this process at a level which suits their own home circumstances. Remember 
too that learning doesn’t have to be screen based or a solo activity. The brain learns more when 
it is being entertained so fun-based activities can often be more meaningful for them.  
 
 
What can Parents and Children Expect to Receive over the next few weeks? 
From 15th April teachers will be providing Online Learning for children. For this your child will 
need their ‘My Important Information’ sheet emailed on the 9th April by their teacher. 
 
Kauri and Rimu - Years 3, 4, 5, 6 

- Online Learning will be shared via Google Classroom at the start of each week 
- Learning is provided in Inquiry, Writing, Reading, Maths and Physical Activities. 
- This is divided into ‘Must Dos’ and ‘Can Dos’. Must Dos are the basis of the 

Learning. Can Dos are available for children and families who would like more 
Learning Activities to undertake. 

- Children will also get another ‘Can Do’ Activity Sheet for the week with further 
options should they need them 

- Teachers will be connecting with children and families to provide help if it is 
needed, either on google classroom, on the phone or through video calling using 
Zoom 

 
Kōwhai and Pōhutukawa - Years 0, 1 & 2 

- Online Learning will be emailed to parents each day. Please click on the 
attachment. 

- Learning is provided in a Morning Mission, Writing, Reading, Maths and Physical 
Activities. Choices are provided for children and families. 

- You will also receive a ‘Hot Tips for Parents’ sheet 
- Children will also get an ‘Can Do’ Activity Sheet for the week with further options 

should they need them 
- Each day parents are asked to email a photo of one part of their children’s 

learning to their children’s teacher/s 
- Teachers will be connecting with children and families to provide help if it is 

needed, via email either on the phone or through video calling using Zoom. 
 
There is more information available about Online Learning at Blockhouse Bay Primary School 
on our website www.blockhousebay.school.nz/Information/Online Learning. 
 
 

http://www.blockhousebay.school.nz/


Home learning television - from the MInistry of Education 
We want to ensure that every learner has at least one channel for accessing educational 
content from 15 April – either through this package or through their school. 
 
So, we have been working with teachers and leaders, alongside staff from ERO and Te Kura  to 
develop Home Learning TV | Papa Kāinga TV, on TVNZ, which will run from 9am to 3pm on 
school days on TVNZ 2+1 and Sky channel 502. Some lessons will also be available on TVNZ 
On Demand. 
 
There will be content for parents and whānau with preschool children and tamariki, and lessons 
for those aged 5 to 15 years of age will cover a broad curriculum that includes movement, 
music, physical education, wellbeing, numeracy, literacy and science through an integrated 
approach to curriculum. There’s already a lot of good education video content available, and the 
Ministry will be working with experts and educators to refine and further develop it. 
 
How can the school ‘mark the roll’ when children are not at school? 
The Ministry of Education has informed us that they want teachers to ‘mark the roll’ each day 
starting on the 15th April. We are still waiting for confirmation on the finer details of how this will 
be decided but we expect that teachers will make a judgement on whether or not each child has 
engaged in the learning provided on that day. 
 
As we said at the start of this email, at this time, we believe that it is up to parents to decide how 
much time their child is engaged in the learning that is provided from school. If children are not 
engaging in the learning, teachers will contact parents to ask if they can help in any way, but no 
further action will be taken by the school if parents have decided that their children are not able 
to take part in Online Learning.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns about Online Learning or anything else, please email 
office@blockhousebay.school.nz and one of our staff will respond to this as soon as possible. 
 
Thanks everyone. Have a great weekend. 
 
 
Neil Robinson Elizabeth Crisp 
Principal Associate Principal  

mailto:office@blockhousebay.school.nz

