
 

 
9th June 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Whānau, 
 
As announced by the Prime Minister today, we can all feel very proud of our contribution 
towards making the country safe enough to move to Alert Level One from midnight tonight 
(Monday 8th June). This has been a major undertaking by the country and was evidence of our 
ability to be focused on doing what was right for everyone.  
 
What this means of course is that parents and whānau are very welcome to come into the 
school grounds and I know that a number of you will be looking forward to doing this. We have 
made some plans about this and are going to provide some advice to everyone within this 
newsletter, through a video on the school Facebook page and with some support videos.  
 
Firstly, we will still be doing a number of things that we started to do in response to Covid 19. 
-          Keep on with the extra cleaning around the school 
-          Keep providing hand sanitizer for everyone to use 
-          Keep encouraging the children to practice good hygiene practices 

When I last spoke to you, I said that when we changed Alert Levels, we would try and 
reorganise our arrangements to help parents deal with the congestion around the school. We 
know that this would be difficult as our current time commitment from staff members is not 
sustainable, but we have tried to come up with a compromise set of arrangements that we think 
might help.  

Some families have told us that they are loving the quick drop off and pick up option that the 
current arrangement has provided. We are introducing this option which will be trialled over the 
next few weeks. We will review this before the end of the term. 

So in essence, the arrangements will be: 

● From tomorrow Tuesday 8th June, the school timetable will return to 8.50-3.00pm. 

One day last week, we had over 50 children arrive after 8.45am and this is just too high. We are 
hoping that the slightly later start time will help. But remember that the best time to arrive at 
school is 8.30am anyway. 



 

Here is the new Drop Off and Pick Up Options which will start from tomorrow Tuesday 8th June. 

Morning Drop Off Options: Please watch this video 

Walking to school: Children walking to school may come in any gate. 

Quick Drop Off: If you wish to do a Quick Drop off please use the Library Gate, the Yellow 
Gate at the back of the school on Gill Crescent, or you can also use the Countdown Gate. 

If people that are coming into school are using Countdown to park in, that will mean the Yellow 
gate and Library gate will have less cars so that the Quick Drop Off or Quick Pick Ups will 
continually be moving.  

Staff and school ambassadors will welcome your children at Quick Drop Off. 

Classroom Drop Off:  If you would like to come into school with your children in the morning 
and walk in to collect them, please either walk to school or park in the Countdown carpark and 
then come in. We ask parents to use hand sanitiser before entering classrooms. 

Afternoon Pick Up Options: Please watch this video 

Walking home: Children can walk home and leave via any gate 

Quick Pick up: If you are using the Quick Pick Up option, the children will be waiting for you at 
your chosen gate so you can just rush in and collect them, just like you have been doing over 
the last few weeks. 

The other key change is that if you would like to come slightly later so there is less congestion, 
feel free to pick up between 3.05pm - 3.20pm. Staff will supervise the children in a Waiting Area 
until this time. Please note that children will not be able to wait unsupervised in other areas of 
the school. 

We are hoping that by doing this, there will be less congestion and children will have the 
opportunity to further grow in independence. 

Classroom Pick up:  If you would like to pick up your children from their classroom please park 
in Countdown or the surrounding streets and please walk to your child’s classroom to meet 
them. Please pick them up at 3pm. 

Gates: Gates will be closed and locked from 8.55- 2.40pm except for the Yellow Gate which 
will be open for access all day. Please sign in at the Office. 

Lateness: If your child is late in the morning please bring them to the Yellow Gate. If you are 
late to pick them up in the afternoon, they will be waiting for you at the school office. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JeW_67EskdAZLGpX7ea_K3hPGa73Ck0t/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e4uoqcUKDC5_oXKzqo4I1Fab8Ep4DwpM/view?usp=sharing


 

Drinking Fountains: These will remain closed until we receive more advice from the 
Ministry of Education. Please make sure your child brings a drink bottle to school. 

Alert Level One Changes: We know there will be many other adjustments and 
decisions to be made in regards to school under Alert level One. We are waiting for further 
advice from the Ministry of Education and will communicate with you regarding these in due 
course. 

Thanks everyone, well done and we look forward to seeing you on the school grounds at some 
stage over the next few weeks. 

 
Kind Regards  
 
Neil Robinson Elizabeth Crisp 
Principal Associate Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


