
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To the parents, children and families of Blockhouse Bay School – Tēnā koutou katoa 

Once again we have been put into lockdown, at the time of writing this we are just over 3 weeks 

into lockdown and the motivation some days is a real struggle. Like me, you will be juggling 

working from home while the children are also learning from home and there are multiple 

zoom sessions running at any given time in any quiet space that you can find in your homes. 

Hang in there, there is light at the end of the tunnel and it is getting brighter and brighter each 

day! 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I would like to acknowledge the outstanding leadership 

from our Principal Neil Robinson and Associate Principal Liz Crisp. I’m sure he would agree that 

it takes an army at school to achieve great things and he could not have done 

this again without the support of ALL the staff. We are a very fortunate school to have an 

amazing group of teachers, support staff and caretaker, without whom this army would have 

surely been captured by now. Our staff are not only providing the online learning that you see 

to our tamariki, they are also continuing professional development, school assessments, staff 

meetings etc during this time whilst also attending to their own family. 

I once again take my hat off to you all for the outstanding job that you are all doing at keeping 

your tamariki busy and entertained during these lockdowns. I checked the definition of a 

parent, the internet says “the activity of bringing up a child” I think this needs to be changed to 

say “the activity of bringing up a child and surviving a level 4 lockdown in NZ” Delta has 

bought with it a sense of uncertainty and anxiousness but the team of five million have shown 

that they can hunker down and beat this thing. 

I do want to acknowledge 2 events that have happened over this lockdown within our 

community. I know some of you may have been affected with either the Lynfield College covid 

case with older children or by anyone of the growing list of “locations of interest” – on behalf of 

our wider community I thank you for following the instructions of the health officials to help 

eliminate this virus. Also to anyone who was at Lynn Mall last week or knows someone who 

was, we are absolutely devastated that this has happened in our community and we are 

thinking of you and sending you our aroha . 

I know that Neil has sent home some contact details for outside agencies that you can go to if 

you need support and these might be of use for some of you. Remember too, if you have any 

questions regarding anything to do with school, please email office@blockhousebay. 

school.nz and a staff member will contact you. 
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Some advice for surviving parenting in lockdown from our Board members 

- Real change, adapt to it and enjoy. Let faith and love rules. Keep calm and carry on... Arohanui 

from Gallaher Home Academy 

- We just go Waagghhhh! Big loud shout, usually gets the negativity away 

- O.k, here's ours. When one of us is feeling a little low, we make sure we give them a big hug 

or silly tickle to make them belly laugh! If that fails, we go for a walk or watch T.V and eat 

chocolate. That usually works! 

Hang in there whanau, the end of this lockdown is hopefully not too far away and we can all 

return to the “covid” normal soon. 

Kia kaha and stay safe. 

Sheereen Ali 

Board of Trustees Chairperson 

 


