
12th October 2021

Dear Parents and Whānau,

Yesterday the Prime Minister announced that schools will not open on Monday 18th
October.
While this is disappointing for all of us we know the decision has been made to help keep us
all as safe as possible. This means that Online learning will continue for at least the first
week of term and there will be a small number of students attending school in School
Bubbles.

It was also announced that vaccination is now mandatory for all staff working in our school
and that testing requirements will be implemented. We are expecting more updates from the
Ministries of Education and Health about other Public Health measures in the next few days.

This letter has information on:
● Staying safe and Vaccination: Information and support
● Online Learning from Monday 18th October
● School Bubbles- who can come to school
● Public Health- Teacher Vaccination and Testing
● Carnival Cancellation

Staying safe and Vaccination Information and Support
We are proud of how our community has responded to Covid-19. Please continue to follow
all the alert level requirements including staying at home and getting tested for COVID-19 if
you are feeling unwell. In addition for your own sake and for the health of your whānau, we
encourage you to please get vaccinated. We have included some information about
vaccinations to support your decision. If you would like someone to talk this through with
please email one of our school leaders who would be happy to chat with you.
neilr@blockhousebay.school.nz, elizabethc@blockhousebay.school.nz,
mandyb@blockhousebay.school.nz or stacym@blockhousebay.school.nz.

Online Learning from Monday 18th October
Online Learning will start again from Monday 18th October. Learning will be posted on
Google Classroom- Years 3-6 and shared on Hero- Years 0-2 as normal. Teachers will be in
contact to welcome children back to learning.

Once again we want to acknowledge what a challenging time this is and encourage you to
support your child to do as much or as little learning as is appropriate for your family at this
time.

School Bubbles- who can come to school

https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/School/SchoolsBulletin/2021-Bulletins/2021COVID/Oct-COVID-documents/11OCTVaccination-information-for-New-Zealand.docx
https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/School/SchoolsBulletin/2021-Bulletins/2021COVID/Oct-COVID-documents/11OCTVaccination-information-for-New-Zealand.docx
mailto:neilr@blockhousebay.school.nz
mailto:elizabethc@blockhousebay.school.nz
mailto:mandyb@blockhousebay.school.nz
mailto:stacym@blockhousebay.school.nz


From Monday 18th October, school is open for a small number of children. Here are the
Ministry of Education guidelines about who may attend school at this time.
At Alert Level 3, everyone should stay at home and learn from home, as much as possible.
Only those children (years 1 – 10) who no longer have appropriate care at home, can come
to school. There will be minimal staff at school; all other staff will work from home. Children
who are at higher risk of severe illness from COVID-19 should stay learning from home.
All our usual safety precautions for Alert Level 3 will be in place which include all the
recommendations from the public health experts. If your child needs to attend a school
bubble next week please email office@blockhousebay.school.nz

Public Health- Teacher Vaccination and Testing
The Prime Minister and the Minister of Education announced yesterday that COVID-19
Testing and Vaccination is now mandatory for all people who work in schools. We want to
assure you that our school is committed to following all the Public Health requirements and
is now working to ensure that these requirements are implemented. The details of these
requirements will be communicated to our school by the Ministry of Education in the next
few days.

In the meantime we can assure you that all school staff will have been tested for COVID-19
before they come back to work and we are moving toward having all of our staff fully
vaccinated as per the MOE guidelines. We are committed to playing our part in keeping our
community safe.

Carnival Cancellation
It is with sadness that we announce that the School Carnival has been cancelled for 2021.
The committee felt that given the restrictions and Health and Safety constraints it was very
unlikely the carnival would be able to go ahead safely in six weeks time. We want to thank
the FAB (Fundraisers at Blockhouse Bay) for their tireless efforts in preparing for this as well
as for all the other initiatives you undertake. It is greatly appreciated.

We will have further information to share with you in the coming days and weeks. This will
include information from the Ministry of Education as well as decisions around school events
which are planned for Term 4. We also will communicate as soon as we can when we are
able to return to school and what additional Public Health measures will be in place when
this happens.

In the meantime we do hope that you are enjoying seeing a few more people out of doors
and having a few picnics. We will be in touch again soon.

Ngā mihi nui, 

Neil Robinson Elizabeth Crisp
Principal Associate Principal
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