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School Update 17th March 2020: Dear Parents and Whānau, 
 
We want to let you know that Blockhouse Bay School is taking all possible steps to ensure the safety of the school 
community in response to the Coronavirus Pandemic. This email has been written to update you all about these steps 
and to provide clarity about our response. 
 
There is a lot of information in this email, but here is a summary of the main points: 
 
* The school leadership group and Board of Trustees are following all advice being provided by the Ministry of Health 
and Ministry of Education 
 
* The Centennial has been postponed 
 
* The Kapa Haka, Pasifika and Bollywood groups are not performing on Saturday and help from parents and the 
ambassadors is not required 
 
* Parents and family members are still welcome to visit their child's class on Friday afternoon from 1.45-3.30pm to 
view the excellent work they have been doing 
 
* Schools in NZ remain open until further notice 
 
* Inter-school cricket and inter-school swimming have been postponed 
 
* Team Assemblies and Whole school Assembly and other larger gatherings have been cancelled until further notice 
 
* The school has reviewed its hygiene procedures and have increased the frequency of when we clean surfaces 
 
* It is essential that all children who have a temperature, a runny nose or frequent coughing and sneezing, stay home 
until this situation improves 
 
 
Centennial Event and Work going on in Classrooms 
 
I regret to inform you that due to the increasing concerns about the potential spreading of the Coronavirus, the 
Blockhouse Bay School Board of Trustees has decided to postpone the Centennial that was due to take place this 
weekend. As part of this decision, the Board took into account the fact that a significant proportion of the people 
attending were going to be those who are most vulnerable in terms of their age as well as giving consideration to the 
health of all attendees. 
 
Our aim is to have the Centennial at a future date. We will let everyone know in plenty of time when this date has 
been confirmed. 
 
We apologise to everyone for the inconvenience that this decision has caused. 
 
 
Please note that the parts of the Centennial that have been postponed are: 
 
- Visitors from outside the school visiting classes on Friday 
 
- The ex and current staff, board and school committee function on Friday evening 
 
- All activities that were due to take place on Saturday - therefore all of the performance groups and ambassadors 
will not be taking part in the event 
 
On Friday afternoon, parents are still very welcome to visit their child's class between 1.45-3.30pm to see what they 
have been doing 
 
 
 
 



School Closure Possibility 
 
The Government is meeting to discuss this possibility and we can expect an update to be communicated soon. 
Indications are that: 
 
It would appear to be unlikely that this would happen soon unless there is a sharp increase in suspected or confirmed 
cases of Coronavirus. In such an instance, a local or regional closure of schools (rather than a national one) could well 
be implemented 
 
If the situation in NZ deteriorates and the numbers of cases become more widespread, another possibility would be 
to extend the April school holidays either before or after the advertised dates. This ‘lost learning time’ may or may 
not need to be made up later in the year. 
 
The Ministry of Education are consulting with schools around how on-line instruction of students at home could be 
managed. There are a number of factors to consider if this was going to be attempted, although it has been tried 
overseas e.g. child access to the internet and devices, teacher access to the internet, additional costs of software and 
unlimited data access, motivational levels of students and what would happen for those who could not or would not 
engage in the learning etc. 
 
 
Sickness 
 
The Ministry of Health has been quite clear about people displaying symptoms of being sick in any way. 
 
- Any child or staff member who has a high temperature should not return to school until 36 hours after the high 
temperature has settled. 
 
- Any child or staff member who has repeated cough or sneezing should not return to school until this goes away 
 
The reasons for this are that the Ministry of Health are trying to stop the spread of colds and the Flu so that our 
Health system is not overrun in dealing with this. 
 
 
Hygiene Messages 
 
The Ministry of Health website says the best preventative steps are: 
 
No hugs, hongi or handshakes 
 
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds and dry thoroughly 
 
Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands 
 
Avoid sharing anything that has come in contact with saliva, whether in your living or social environments 
 
Stay home when you are sick and seek medical attention 
 
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the rubbish 
 
Get adequate sleep and eat well-balanced meals to ensure a healthy immune system 
 
No shared lunches to be held until further notice 
 
 
Parents and Whānau 
 
School remains open unless the Ministry of Health advises otherwise. At this stage there is no directive to close the 
school. At this time as far as is known, there are no children in New Zealand or our local area who have Coronavirus. 
 
Reassure them that we are trying to prevent infection to keep children and parents and staff safe. At school we are 
 
Focussing on hygiene, handwashing, safe coughing 
 



Increasing cleaning of high use areas 
 
No longer meeting as a large group in close confines (e.g. whole school assembly. Team Assemblies and other larger 
group gatherings) 
 
 
 
How can we prepare our children for what is going on in the world? 
 
This needs to be a measured nuanced response depending on the age and stage of your children. 
 
Acknowledge children who want to talk about what is happening but also protect the children who don’t know much- 
be factual 
 
You might say “Our country's leaders have the job of keeping us safe. They have talked to lots of experts about the 
ways we can look after each other and make sure we don’t pass on sickness to one another. Our job is to follow their 
advice- we can trust them to tell us the right thing to do. This means we are going to delay our big Centenary and 
also for a while not get together in big groups.” 
 
We all have to make sure we are washing our hands and coughing safely (sleeve/elbow) 
 
We have to stay home if we are sick 
 
We won’t share our food with one another (Don’t talk about shared lunches, no need to bring this up) 
 
School keeps going- our job is to get on with our learning 
 
To avoid anxiety, parents may wish to limit children's access to any media reports about Coronavirus 
 
Try not to have discussions about this matter in front of the children 
 
It can be helpful to help your children do something positive such as making signs to remind them to wash their 
hands. 
 
We will be constantly reviewing and responding to the information as it is provided by the Ministry of Health and the 
Ministry of Education and will be informing you of any changes as soon as we can. 
 
These are certainly challenging times for our community, New Zealand and the rest of the world. I know though that 
as a community, we will continue to work together to keep our children and each other, as safe as possible. 
 
Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
 
Neil Robinson 
PRINCIPAL 
 
Blockhouse Bay Primary School 

 

 


