
10th September 2021

Dear Parents and Whānau,

I hope you have had a good third week of lockdown and that the children have enjoyed taking
part in their learning activities.The number of new Covid cases is continuing to trend downwards
and just as encouragingly, the number of unlinked cases is decreasing as well. Whilst I know
that we all want a return to normal, the government will not want to throw away the gains we
have all made by sacrificing our freedom over this time. Whilst there remains a possibility of a
move to level 3 at the end of next week, it is just as likely that we will stay at level 4 for a week
or so longer so keep it up everyone!

In this letter is information mostly from other agencies on:
● Families experiencing additional challenges
● What happens if we move to Alert Level 3?
● Internet Costs
● How to get help from school

Families Experiencing Additional Challenges
Last week, we offered support to people who were experiencing hardship or challenges from
matters outside of Covid but who would have known that we would have a terror attack on the
same day. To those who were affected either directly or indirectly by this awful event, we offer
our sympathies and condolences.

What happens if we move to Level 3?
We are very much aware that for some of our parents, this will be their first experience of what
happens at school under Alert Level 3. In addition to this, because of the nature of the Delta
strain of Covid, some of the rules and guidelines have been strengthened from what we have
experienced before.

In the Delta environment‘ at Alert Level 3, tamariki (children) and young people should
learn from home’. (Unite Against Covid website). School is open for children whose parents or
carers need to go to work and have no other available options for childcare. Most children stay
at home.



This is because under this Alert Level, there remains a risk to adults and children from the Delta
strain of the virus. There will be a small group of staff members who will be at school at this
time, but most of the children will remain at home and continue to be taught online as they have
over the last 3 weeks. Children at school will also still follow the Online Learning plans.

So that parents can be thinking about this, I have cut and pasted the advice from the Ministry of
Health website under schooling at Alert Level 3:

Schools and kura will be open for tamariki (children) in Years 1 to 10 whose parents or carers
need to go to work and have no available options for childcare. All young people in Years 11, 12
and 13 should learn from home.

We encourage you to keep your tamariki (children) at home if you have other caregiving options.
Your child's school will work with you to find out which tamariki (children) need to go into school.

Schools should provide distance learning options for all tamariki (children) and young people
who are learning from home, including those tamariki (children) who need to self-isolate and
cannot attend school.

Schools must set up bubbles to help maintain physical distancing in the classroom and outside.
Each bubble should have no more than 10 tamariki (children)
Ministry of Education resources and advice for parents and whānau for learning from
home
More information for students, whānau and the education sector

As soon as we hear that a change to the Alert Level is going to happen, we will be asking
parents to email us if their child(ren) need/s to come to school because alternative supervision
cannot be provided.

Internet Costs
We are aware that for some parents, the need to extend their internet access at this time can be
a challenging additional expense. There are several companies that are trying to make this
easier for people including Skinny Jump and I advise parents who are in this situation to
compare the available options.

How to get help from school?
If you have any questions or concerns about Online Learning or anything else, please email
office@blockhousebay.school.nz and one of our staff will respond to this as soon as possible.

Ngā mihi

Neil Robinson Elizabeth Crisp
Principal Associate Principal

https://learningfromhome.govt.nz/distance-learning/advice-for-parents-and-whanau
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https://education.govt.nz/covid-19/
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