
20th October 2021

Dear Parents and Whānau,

Today, the government announced that Primary aged children will not be returning to school
for some time and will be reviewing this decision on Tuesday 26th October. Although Years
11-13 students are being asked to return to school next Tuesday, Minister Chris Hipkins said
that students in years 1 to 10 will not be returning to school just yet, because they are not
eligible to be vaccinated, and thus are at higher risk of infection.

Whilst there remains a chance for us to return soon after this, our reading of the situation is
that it could well be some weeks after this time. We understand that this may be a frustrating
decision for a lot of people but feel that Ministries of Health and Education will have
considered all of the available safety information, before arriving at this conclusion.

Please let us know by 11.00am on Friday 22nd October if you need your child to come
to school next week as there is no one to look after them at home. We need to know
by Friday so that we can make sure there are enough staff to operate each bubble.
If your child needs to attend a school bubble next week please email
office@blockhousebay.school.nz

The length of time that children need to be at home will influence a number of events that
usually happen at school in term four. We are currently reviewing what changes might be
made and will communicate some of these to you after the government's announcement on
Tuesday of next week.

Once again we want to acknowledge what a challenging time this is for you all and
encourage you to support your child to do as much or as little learning as is appropriate for
your family at this time.

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact us on
office@blockhousebay.school.nz and we will respond to you as soon as we can. Please
remember to let us know by Friday if you need to have your child(ren) come to school next
week.

Ngā mihi nui, 

Neil Robinson Elizabeth Crisp
Principal Associate Principal

mailto:office@blockhousebay.school.nz
mailto:office@blockhousebay.school.nz

