
28th October 2021

Dear Parents and Whānau,

Yesterday, the government gave us an indication that primary aged children might be able to
return to school in some way, possibly as early as the 15th November. This is by no means
guaranteed and there will need to be a lot of decisions made about this over the next few
weeks before this might happen.

In this letter we will have information on:
● Will we be returning to school in 2021?
● What about school events?
● Vaccination advice from the Ministry of Education

Will we be returning to school in 2021?
The government has set an indicative date for primary schools to come back on Monday
15th of November. They have said  that not all children should be at school at the same time
so this would mean that they would need to come back to school in groups and on certain
days. For example, this might mean some children attending school two days a week and
learning from home for the other three. The education sector is now working with the
Ministry of Education to try and come up with possible ways of organising this that is best for
most children and their whānau.

You can be reassured that any decisions about bringing more children and staff on-site will
be done in accordance with strict public health guidance – so what on-site learning will look
like will be different than our previous Alert Level 2 or Alert Level 1 settings. The earliest a
return to school will happen is 15 November, and we will provide more information about this
when decisions have been made.

What about school events this year?
Because we have a small degree of clarity around what some of the remainder of the year
will look like, we are now in a position to let you all know that we have needed to cancel a
number of events that were scheduled for this term. For example, the complexities around
testing for the Mathathon means that we have decided not to continue with this in 2021. We
also did not want to put additional financial pressure on families as we know some incomes
have been affected by the extended lockdown.

No further ICAS events will be held this year and money paid will be returned to parents.

The following events will not be held in 2021:
Carnival Inter-school Soccer Athletics Days
Inter school athletics EPro 8 Mathathon
Assemblies ICAS Maths



On the plus side, Mrs Whittome is liaising with our Netball teams to arrange a virtual prize
giving for this group.

We are also looking at ways in which we can still hold our Year 6 Graduation in a digital
format, but will confirm this with everyone closer to the time. We are still very much hoping
that Year 6 Camp in February will still be able to happen.

Vaccination advice from the Ministry of Education
In the meantime, vaccination and testing remains the best thing we can do to keep whānau
and our community as safe as possible. COVID-19 is great at finding those who are
unvaccinated in this outbreak.

For this current outbreak (as at 25 October), 97% of the 224 people that have been
hospitalised, were not fully vaccinated. Of the 2,681 cases in the outbreak, 74% had not
received one dose of the vaccine.

We need to look after our most vulnerable people, and it is great to see our community
vaccination rates continue to go up. There are also now three million New Zealanders fully
vaccinated – which is fantastic news!

Please do encourage your friends and whānau who might be worried about the vaccine to
seek good information from health practitioners, so they can make a well-informed decision.

If your child needs to come to school because there is no one to look after them at school
please let us know as soon as possible. We have limited spaces and we need to know this
information so that we can make sure there are enough staff to operate each bubble. Of
course we need to also keep teaching the children at home. Please email
office@blockhousebay.school.nz and we will respond as soon as we can.

Kind Regards

Ngā mihi nui, 

Neil Robinson Elizabeth Crisp
Principal Associate Principal
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