
29th August 2021

Dear Parents and Whānau,

Having spent nine full days in Alert Level 4, the Prime Minister announced on Friday that
Auckland will remain at this level for some weeks to come. It is clear though that what we’re
doing is working. As we heard, Delta is more infectious and moves quickly, and the current
outbreak in Auckland is larger than the original outbreak in March 2020. The Government’s
decision to keep minimising contact is limiting the spread of cases and is our best chance of
keeping people safe.

In this letter is the following information:
● School Updates
● Learning Packs
● Online Safety
● Information from the Ministry of Health
● List of Locations
● How to get help from school?

School Updates
School Grounds
The school is all locked up and unavailable for use under Alert Level Four.
Disco
Families have probably guessed that the disco will not be held on Friday. When we come out
the other side of lockdown, the FAB will meet to decide their fundraising schedule for the rest of
the year.
Mathathon
Families are welcome to continue to have their children learning for this year's Mathathon. The
testing will take place later on in the term (hopefully) when we all return to school.
Term Three Assemblies and Sports Events
It is very likely that these will be cancelled but we hope to reinstate them for term four.
Term Four Teacher Only Day
We had previously announced that we would once again be having a teacher only day on the
Friday of Labour Weekend (22nd October). We believe that given the number of days the
children will have missed school and parents have had to take time away from work, we have
decided to cancel this teacher only day. Parents who have made arrangements to not be at
school on this day are welcome to stick with these plans. All going well, our only teacher only
day in term four will be on Friday 19th November.



Staffing Update
It is with mixed feelings that I announce to you all that Felicity Davis has accepted a Deputy
Principals position at Mountain View Primary School and will leave our school at the end of this
term. We are of course thrilled that Felicity has won this position and we know that she will do a
great job in her new role. We will certainly miss her warm personality and wide range of skills
but wish Felicity all the best of luck in the future.

Learning Packs
Last week, the staff spent a lot of time at school under strict health and safety protocols packing
up and then delivering almost 300 learning packs and devices to children who were spread
between Henderson Valley, Onehunga and the centre of Auckland! We hope to have got to all of
the junior children and those others who would benefit from hard copy reading material. We
believe that those who did not receive a pack, will be able to access the online learning that is
sent home but please contact your child’s teacher if you feel that this is not the case.

Home Learning TV
Feel free to have your children engage in this option whenever it suits you. Click on the link and
it will take you to the list and times of each of the shows.

Online Safety - from our filtering company
Schools across the country are back in remote learning, causing added pressure and anxiety for
many students, parents & whānau. Linewize would like to offer our support to your school
community through our Healthier Home Learning webinar series.

The three-webinar series will provide students, families and whānau with current, timely, and
expert-led information on online safety, to support young people during home learning. All are
welcome and there is no cost to attend. We encourage you to share this series of digital events
with your wider community but be quick - the first event is next week!

Information from the Ministry of Health
List of Locations
This is an ever growing list of locations. so we advise parents to keep up to date with this.

We have attached two documents to this letter in case they are of use to any of our families
Access to Food or Essential Items
Real-time Resilience Strategies for Living in Lockdown

How to get help from school?
If you have any questions or concerns about Online Learning or anything else, please email
office@blockhousebay.school.nz and one of our staff will respond to this as soon as possible.

Ngā mihi (Thank you)

Neil Robinson Elizabeth Crisp
Principal Associate Principal

https://learningfromhome.govt.nz/HLTV#TV-schedule
https://learningfromhome.govt.nz/HLTV#TV-schedule
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